* ; WS 
"AN EXCELLENT 
| TREATISE OF CHRISTIAN. 
RIGHTEOVSNES, WRITTEN __ 
in the French tongue by M. I. de! Eſpine, & 
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as vvell for cltablighing them in thetruedo- _ 
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To the Reader, 
Loe here the ioy of Chriſtians all, 


laid vp within this booke: 

To teach the way that leades to life, 
whereon ech man may looke, 

It is not we, but it is he, | 
that freely giueth life: 

That none but he, may praiſed be, 
without gaine ſay or ſtrife, 
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3 
NUNN 
TO THE VERTVOVS 
AND MY VERY DEARE 


FREND THE LADYELIZABETH 
Terwhit I. F. wiſheth encreaſe of godlinefle, and 
conſtancy in the true religion of C hriſt to the ende 


and in che ende. 


| 9545 perv end Ve- 
72 5 Len 7 27 , after [ had peru. 


D\ [ian riehteou es „ 4518 VUVAS 
* firſt vuritten inthe Frenche 
tongue, I tooke great cofort in it, & thought 
it to be very necel] trie, to be turned into 
Englishe for the benefite of Chriſtes poore 
Church.1 therefore as occaſion ſeruedat con- 
wenient times, performed that 1 „ hp 
woherein I haue ſtudied tobe as ſimple and 
plaine (beranſe of the vnlearned) as poſibly 
the matter & phraſe of that tongue vu 


ſuffer me. I am not ignorant vat an 


hardthinge it is to tranſlate vvell, and con- 

traryvviſe, how eaſie a thing it is far eue 

ry carping Momus, or 17101 rant Toilus to 
$9 At 


The Epiſtle 


finde fault : but herein I shall as God shal aſ- 
(ft HC, arne MY IC fe vv h patiẽ ceto beare 


harſocuer hath ben, is or shalbe layd ⁊ pon 
me. This only shall cofort ane, that Iuvalke 
not before men, but before God: in die 


P? eſence J 2 tha t according tothe (im- 
Is 


B. Je * OY 7 lea 2 4 ith uc, IHC, haue 


act ſimplie,, ene Of all abithes 
eſleeme it the greateſt, to hang wppon the 
b/ e Fun e 5. They that are that 

dae caried hgh: ſt, and haue not the te- 
2 77 ανιι , good conſeiences, neither fe eeke to 
arp E the Hh} ſelr;es to God, 10 V1 h awthey 
muſt ſland or fall, they 15 , finde no com- 


fort iu 4 the di uo death. It latle auaileth 


dam to be inſtified of the vwhole world, 
and to lie convemnn 3 l. Therefore 


' 


Cod giue vs grace to d vale as in hn pre- 


ſence, that c oh. va de tale in hanae, 


it may be conſe crated to him, haue an ex- 

ellent bleſſing t pon it. I haue dedicated my 
4m s herein, to your good Ladyshippe for 
ſunary F. ſes, thous den, Not, but un, #16 4=- 


HAT 2 10 33, ie 3 Cconmom 10 | te chur ch 
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Of Cog: fert that they mn be a. imo to 
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Dedicatoric. 5 
all poſterity of your foruvvaranes, fidelity & 
ſinceritie in the re li 7104 of C hriſt leſs : 
Then, of my bounden ; dutic and good vil 
tod vardes you. Aud I moſi bum beſeeche 
you in the eyes and fight of the wyhole 

v vorlule, that you conſtant! y and inuiolablie 
22 and hi epe that bleſſed hope of your 
beſt inhzritance. And as God in mercy hath 
drad den you out of the ſinke and mier of 
Poperie,and of the falſe: vvorshippe of Goa 
(V7 dhe Ito, as FOR ill other vices we are moſt 
apt. by nature) to the true recſgion of Chriſt, 
ſo zoe forv vardi, and moſt hunbly and con- 
"tinuall y thanke him for it. Acknovwledge 
it the greateſt benefit that euer in mercy he 
coulde haue beſtov ved vppon you. Tevware 
of the vvorld, that maketh le aft accompt of 
this moſt excellent, and v aightie 1 2 
Study by all meanes to anſuvere this holy C 
excellent calung, that your religion maze 
Hine as vvell iu vworkes as in VUorACs, 118 
an holy conuerſation as in a ſincere profe {- 
ſa. Knovw aſſur ed/ythat wwherethe truth 
of God erer there the (ingdome of Sa- 
than decaieth, the lreneth of 2 nec allateth, 
1 / / 


6 The E piſtle Dedicatoric 

the plealures of the flesh arereſlrained, and 
Hefrs Chriſt by the ſcepter of his holy ud 
Fo » Blefſedſpirit, continualy v wvorketh, tothe 
4 tyely mortifyinꝶ of the out d vard man, and 
quickening the 1% Ard the brideling & 
maiſtering of the affections of the mind till 
itbe rennusd, re for med changed into his 
holy ohe dience and ſoby litle and litle be 
tranſlated into his kinzdome . And till this 

Fe: broucht to paſſe , you hall neuer feele 
thi © hriſtes richt eonſnes ts (v hich ts 
cr onely happines Jun herof this booke ſo no 
tably & con „ort. bly entreateth.The Lorde 
leſtrs open your harte, and gene you vnaer- 
#t. ending i in all hismiſteries, that you may ſee 
5 great glorie , till you maye comprehend 
2 766 al. Saints the height, de; th, el 
of length of his glorious 8 lay- 
ina holda 9904 it through. t linely faith,and 
(of be ſealed wp thy 27h him( 15 1 doubt not 
but you ar \to enerlaſling happines .Fare you 
woell moſt humbly from my poore honſe in 
Grub re. e this ſeconc lof N ouembe 1. 1577 
Your good Ladiſhips bounden 

in the Lorde. J. F. 
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AN EXCELLENT 
TREATISE, OF CHRE 


STIAN RIGHTEOVSNES, 
Made by M.I.dePEſpine Miniſter 
of the vyorde of God, & neyvl 
put forthfor th '{truction 
and conſolation of the 
children of God 


elbe RE is not any one article 
Ann all our Chriſtian Faith, the 
knowledge whereof can be fo 
(G healthfull and neceſſarie vntovs, 
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as this of Chziſtian Righteouf- ,, 
nelle. But foraſmucb as vppon this rightcouſ: K 1 . 


2.4 


neſſe depends cueriaſting life, and this righ K. 24. 


teouſnes vppon Fapth , and of Fapth com: 15. 


meth that knowledge which we haue of the“ 5: 


promiſes of our God, and of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
is the only meane, that they are applied, and 
freely accompliſhed towardes vs, without has 
uing any reſpect to anp of our woꝛks: It beho- 
ueth for the better bnderſtanding of all theſe 
things aright, that we laye them foorth in oz 
der, and begin with the e ol Chiſtian 
A. ttt), 
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Of Chriſtian 
righteouſneſſe, But it mult be noted that in the 
holy Scripture the ſignilication and vſe of this 
wozde (Nighteoulnelle) ts tarre different from 
that which is bled in the bookes of the Þhit- 
the 159514- loſophers and ſchoolenien: becauſe thep take 
wſneſſe of E . ee ä 
7% %%%, righteoulnelle, koz a certaine habite and quali- 
ſophers ad tie; Which being ſhutte vp in our ſoule, enclt- 
{cheo/emen neth vs to liue honeſtly, and in luch lozte to oz⸗ 

der the courſe of all our actions, that they be 
fully framed to teaſon, and to thoſe rules that 
are ſette foozth vnto vs in the Lawe: A thing 
that we can not doe perfectly, ſeeing that we 
are loaden and compaſed about with ſo great 
inlit mitie, and fo2 that our nature being ſo dil⸗ 
eaſed and coꝛtupted, it p2cketh vs, and whollp 
turneth vs, from the loue, ſtudie and exerciſe 
of that which is good: and contrariwiſe diſpo⸗ 
ſeth and pꝛouokech vs to imbzace and followe 
vice, with a maruailous will and readineſle, 
Beides, we are dziuen and ledde in this 


The defi - 


nin of 


cale by many tencations and aſſaultes, where- 


wich the fleſhe , the wo2zlde and deuill doe 
continually allaile vs, Ulheretoze we muſt 
conclude, that in the whole wozlbe, there can 
neuer be founde a righteous man if righteouſ: 
neſſe be to be meaſured accoꝛding to that de: 
{tnition, which the Philoſophers haue giuen 
aad that it be eſtabliſhed, in a perfection of 
vertue, 
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Righteouſnes. 9 
bertue, which we muſt moꝛe loue, eſteeme and 
honour, then any other good, and applie our- 
whole ſpirite, and all our vnderſtanding to at- 
tapne to it, and poſſelle it: without thinking at 
anp tyme 3 any meane to mak es 
be accompted righteous betoze GOD, in 
whoſe pzcfenre-Afudgement all our wozkes 

all euer be foinde imperfect e danmable, if 
they be cxaifittied according to the rigour of 
his righteoulnes, 156.4. 18, 


To vnderſtande then what this Chriſtian 49.3. 0 
righteouſnes is, and in what it conſiſteth, it is: 


meete to note, that Righteoulnes and tudge- 


ment are cozrelatiues, and fo2 the better vn» 
derſtanding of the one , it muſt be referred to 
the other, The which thing may caſely be ob- Rom 
ſerued in many places of the newe Teſtament. 
where righteouſnelle is referred to iuſtiſica⸗ 

tion, and iuſtiflcation to righteouſneſſe. In 

ſuch ſorte, that comparing theſe places one , 
with an other, a man ſhall finde that righteou(: %% 
neſle is no other thing but the meane whereby 

we are tuſkified before the iudgement ſeate of 
God. And that inftification is nothing elle but 
a releaſe of our ſinnes which we obteinethere 


VV hat iu- 


ſtificaiio is. 


through the fauour , and in beholding the me- 


riceof Jeſus Chriſt , which chere is imputed 


— 


10 Of Chriſtian | 
A But heare is to be noted, that there are ma- 
Andes of tip kinds of iudgements differing one from the 


' 


mdgemers ther, that is to wit, there is the iudgement of 
God the iudgement ofthe law, the iudgement 


of men, c of our owne conſctence : and we muſt 
know whether our owne righteoulnes be ſuffi» 
cient ta ſatisſie # anfwere to enerp one of theſe 
iubgements, and whether the ſame in any of 


thele, can ſtande bs in ſteede to obtapne an ac⸗ 


quitement and deltuerance of the acculations 
that are propounded by our enimies there a⸗ 
gainſt vs. 

Concerning Gods iud gement which is the 


1 


Men,: 7 


C poſlible ther, that we can deſend vs, if we haue 
no other thing to bzing foorth and alleage but 
our own innoctcie; fozaſmuch as our thoughts, 


Pja"39 gur affections,our wordes, our actions, and ge- 


nerally our whole lice and nature being exami⸗ 
ned it ſhal be founde that in man is nothing els 
Pſal gt. 7. but vanitie , and to be ſhoꝛt the very matter of 
& 62.19. death and damnation, for howe can an euill tree 
bring foꝛth any good kruicte? and howe con rot- 
ten and wormeaten ſeede, engender any thing, 


Similitudes 
ſotwing the 


cornpuon but like it ſelfe ? In like maner how can a man 
Hua, end from a poyſoned and inkected veſſell dꝛawe one 
bis wna%/- dꝛop of good wine? let vs conclude then, that 
Erer292e ve neither doe, noz tan doe any thing, that may 
be 


go 2d, 


firſt ok che foure,we mult anſwere that it is im 


Righteouſnes. It 
be able to abide that rigozous examination of 
the iuſtice of God, and that in vs and in our 

whole life there is nothing that can there w...- 

rant and deliuer vs but his mercie alone. Be⸗ 

cauſe we are as the Pꝛophet ſaich,a wildernes %. 2.3. 
altogether onergrowen with buſhes, bzäbles, 

and bꝛpers, which are good for nothing, but to 

be burnt, Fa very dunghill of coꝛruptid where „% 5 
there is nothing (as & D. Auguſtine ſapth ) but of . 
euen the very ſincke aud aboundance ofmiſerte K 2%. 
and filchines, - 

The beginning then of our righteouſnes is, % TY 
that we accuſe and condemne our ſelues, and „e wo 
that we cofclle befoze God that (which he kno- ri44:co/< 
weth well enough ) to wit that we are nothing * 
but duſt and corruption, —_ "9 

The p2odigall child withdꝛawing him lelfe 2 ; 
farre fro his fathers houſe, neuer thought that 7he „vam 
he could returne thicher o2 attaine to richteonſ p/e of che 
nes t vertue,from which he was fallen, but by % 

childe 
the knowledge and feeling which he had ofhis „ 9448 
faultes, and the ſure perſwaſton which hehad 1 5 
conceaued to conkeſſe them. 

The Publican comming to the Temple loa- 7% ſecond 
den and couered with vice and ſinne , had re %% 
membzante of his vice and wretchednes, which / v4 15. 
be with great griefe and deepe gronings con 13.74. 
kelled: wherenppon it came to paſſe that he re: 
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12 Of Chriſtian 
turned righteous into his owne houſe, bs 
Hr After Dauid t holy Peter were turned away pla 
of awd from God, through a greate vnkindnes 4 for- |fue: 
«nd f Pe- getſulnes, as well fzomhim,as fzom thoſe gra · Sc 
r , ces , which they had receaued of his lazge libe-| gar 
Lc.22.62, tdlitie, had they any other meane to be reconci-|vall 
led vnto him, but by the acknowledgement and okt! 
cofeſſion of their ſinnes?wherupon we muſt cõ⸗ ſelu 
clude, that by this we muſt appꝛoch befoze god. Kno 
And chat there is nothing that doth moze allure tbe} 
and knit vs to him, then a penitent hart which in g 
(as S. Auguſtine ſaith)feeleth and continually 
bewayleth his linnes and imperfections, cert 
The ac- This humilitie is not onely the foundation been 
k»/edge- Of our righteouſnelle (as John Chziloſtome the 
men: of ur (ayth)but alſo of all our religion, the which de: tei 
e capeth as ſoone as we begin to conceaue any o⸗ wit! 
6 four binion of our ſeluego of our owne vertues. He and 
;c/igon, | ((ayth S. auguſtine) will not be any longer of cau 
the bodp, that refuſcth to be humble, # to make 
himlelle litle with his head: foz ozdinarily as We! 
Abe the vallepes are more aboundaunt and bzing bs, 
* K 55 foo2th moꝛe fruite then doe the mounta ines, by ulde 
„ reaſon that being moze low, they receaue moze Gol 
meth of hu. commodioullp all che dew and fatnes which kal Need 
lleth and deſcendeth from the hie hilles: even ſo beat 


NN. litie * 


1.54.15.17 it behoueth that we be moze low and humble ine 
our owue epes,tf we will, that God repleniſh 
vs 


her. 


Righteouſnes. 13 

vs with his grates : the which maye finde no 

way place in bs, i we pꝛeſume any whit of our ver 

for: tues. Ahich thing Jeſus Chꝛiſt ſayth to thoſe 

gra⸗ Scribes and Phariſes, whome he (awe arro⸗ 

lübe⸗ gant and p2eſumptuous , and puffed vp with a 

onci⸗ vaine g falſe opinion, that they had conceaued 

t and oktheir owne righteouſneſſe: pou tuſtifie pour 

ſt cg: ſelues betoꝛe men, laith he vnto them: but God 6. 

god. knoweth pour hartes within, befoze whome, 5 

lure fey oftentimes are moſt abhominable, that are 

hich in greateſt credit and reputation in the wozld, 

tally CUbcrefoze when there is any queſtion con- Pe 
cerning righteouſnes, we muſt diligently take % con- 

atign heede that we be not like thoſe that are ſicke of nh * 

ome the dꝛopſie, who by reaſon ok the groſſeneſſe of 3 

h de: their bodies, ſceme to be in good eſtate: not / %. 

ny o⸗ withſtanding they be full of nothing but water 

. De and ſuch euil humozs, which in the end are the 

er of Caule of their death, 

nake Let not thẽ that outward appearance which 4/;- 

ly ag We may haue of any vertue, beguile æ deccaue her. 

ing vs, becauſe that all the vertue, that we can pꝛo⸗ 12 thas all 

g, by ulde fo2 our ſelues, can no moꝛe endure befoze lax 5 

moze Bod, then ware befoze the fire. And as there „nn any 

b fa1-Needeth no moze but one pinne oz pꝛicke ta we ey 

en ſo Pearce a bladder, + to make all the wind therin haue, in no- 

ole in incloſed, incontinently co come foꝛth: euen lo! * 


1 imp r. 


vs fore God, 


| 
| 
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Rom.1O. 3. 


2. Cor. 3. 5. 


Rom. 3. 27. 
nd. 5. 2. 


tion to pull the vizarde from hypocrites, and 
to diſcouer them to every man, who (hall know, 
after that they ſhalbe ſifted, that there was no- 
thinge but a coulour and an imagination of all 
the reputation of righteouſnes & ver tue, which 
they had gotten amongſt men. 

Letvs not make then any accompte of all 
the righteouſnes which can be in vs, no2 let vs 
not bꝛing it to the iudgemẽt of our God, to bet⸗ 
ter our cauſe, or to winne there by lawe any 
thing for vs. Foralmuch as there was ncuer 
any other caule of the ruine of the Jewes, noz 
any thing that ouerthzewe them, & made them 
ſruſtzate ofthe hope they had to attaine to the 
righteouſneſſe which they pꝛetended, but the 
onely pꝛeſumptuous opinion they had concea⸗ 
ued to be alle to appeare there, chzough their 
owne righteoulnes, 

Nowe to the ende we fall not headlong into 
the like daunger and inconuenience; let vs ac⸗ 


knowledge aud feelc in our ſelues, that we are 


not able to thinke one onely good thought, but 


let vs be reſolued in this, that all our abilitie is 


from the alone grace and bountie ok our God 


Foz all our glorp( as S. Paule ſapth is exclu 
ded, aud we haue not any thing in our ſelues, 


whercof we map boaſt our ſelucs, 


Foz beinge naturally deadde in ſinne as 
we 


no 
Ow, 
no⸗ 
Fall 
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| Righteoulnes. I5 
we are, can we haue any good motion oz fee- 


Arguments 
to proue the 


ling? But it is certaine that befoze our rege mums 

neration, and befoze we be called thzough the & vg 
grace of God to the knowledge of him: we are e of 
blinde and can not ſee any whitte ofthe miſte- =" re 


| Ged. 
ries and ſecretes of God, Moreouer, we are 4 


deaffe and can not heare his voyce:we are ſicke 5 14.4. 

of the palley and impotent, and not able to Fzec. 11.12 

walke in his wayes: we haue an hart of tone, 19-& 36. 

which bꝛingech foozth no good affection z and 

a mouth full of bitternes and curling , and we 

are as an open graue, from whence commeth 

nothing but ſtinche and cozruption: to cons 

clude, we are altogether dead, depziued of all Row. z. 13. 

good, in ſuch ſozt, that we haue not any good 

vſe of our reaſon. Let no man flatter him ſelfe 

(ſayeth S. Augustine /fazalmuch as we are no- ine 

thing of our ſelues but deuills a Sathans: that , 104 

is to ſaye, of our owne nature, we are enemies 

of God, of his honour, of his lawe, and of all 

vertue: and there is not any other difference 

betwixt vs and Deuills, but the onely pitie, 

which God hath vnto vs, x the gracious favour 

which it pleaſed him to ſhewe vnto vs, And al: 
hough God hath accepted of vs, and that being 

reccaued into his couenaunt, we are colecrated 

vnto him to be his temple: notwichſtanding all 

theſe great incompꝛehenſible fauours which 
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Pſal.10}. 
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16 Of Chriſtian 

be hath ſhewed vs, we ought not vtterlp to abo⸗ 
li the remembꝛance which we ought alwates 
to haue of our hozrible coʒruption. The Scrip- 
ture to the ende to beate downe eur pꝛeſumpti⸗ 
on, and to keepe vs mindeſull of the coruption 
ol our nature, putteth vs catimally in remem⸗ 
bꝛaunce, that we and all ficſhe are nothing but 
graſle, woꝛmes meate, duſt, and filch, as Dauid 
ſayth that GO D knoweth vs, and whereof 
we are made: and that to be bziefe, we are no- 


thing but duſt and putrekaction: pea that the 


greateſt and goodlieſt of the whole woꝛld with 
all their commoditie and beautie, which men ſo 
much eſteeme, are nothing but vanitie:and that 
if they were put into the ballaunce to be waped 
with nothing, nothing would be found heauier 
then they. Being then lo noted in the Scrip⸗ 
ture, yea when we are ſo adozned and enriched 
with the great and pꝛecious giftes of our God: 
in what ellimation ſhall we haue righteouſnes 
and vertues whereok we thinke to haue ſo great 
plentie? 

We do as marchaunts, who alwatcs pꝛaiſe 
and eſteeme their wares c marchaundiſe moze 


then they are woꝛth: euen ſo dee we of our ver⸗ 


tues:but when they are examined and pꝛiſed by 
thoſe which know them, as by the ſpirit of God 
and his Prophets, thep are altogether iudged, 
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as old ragges, tone, tyed together & patched 

vp againe:and as old images new gilded ouer,. . 

which outwardlp hath ſome gliſtering q ſhew, 

but within are nothing but duſt and durt:oz, as 
counterfaite money, which is ok ill mettal how 

goodly a pꝛinte ſoeuer it haue. All our righte⸗ 
ouſneſles laith es are as olde ragges, foule N 
and lothſome to ſee, S. Paule albeit he walked \.. = 
inthe lawe, without rebuke, and that he felt 1 er 
him ſelle not culpable in any thing in his con -» prove 
ſcience no2 willingly to haue tranſgreſſed ; pet “e vn. 
notwithſtanding he eſteemeth his righteouſ- 7% 
nelle as dongue. Daniel pꝛaping vnto God, al- be "1 
leageth not his owne righteouines c vertues, %%. z.8 
neither the righteouſnes and vercues of his cd Dan. 95. 
pagnions, to the end to cauſe God to encline, 

to heare his pꝛapers. Nowe (laich he) that we 

are befoze thy face, we can ſet nothing befoze 

thee, no} pꝛopounde any thing on our part but 

ſhame and confuſion, Curſed (ſaith Auguſtine) avg:/ine. 
beall our righteouſnefles, if they be iudged 
without the mercie of God. And Tertullian: T 


All che good that we doe (ſapth he) aud all the 


righteouſneſle g vertue which is in vs, is no⸗ 
thinge but ſhame and repꝛoche. 

TUhen they ſpake thele thinges, it was not 
without great reaſon, becauſe there is no righ⸗ 
tcouſnes and vertue in vs, which is not defiled 
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and yolluted with great vices. Allo, there is not 
any faith, which is not mingled wich an infinite 
number ofvoubtes , errours & {onde imagina⸗ 
tions: noꝛ likewiſe, any godlines which is not 
contaminate with innumerable ſcruples & (us 
perſtitions. To conclude ; all our wine (as E⸗ 
r/zy.1.22, ay ſayeth ) is mingled with water; and all our 
cone is full of darnel and dure, 
beg 4. 12owe if a man woulde-boaſTof his ſtrength 
1milimdes and health „and pct were lübieet foa thouſande 
and o1he7 dilcaſes: oz of his knowledge, and pet were ig⸗ 
©" noant ofall good lcarning:oz ot his riches, # 
pet were indebted & endaungered to the whole 
mide of Wohlde: woulde not tuerp one mocke him as an 
eher Idiote and a feole? euen lo we aſwell ſhewe our 
| [cnozaunee, and what lender vaderſtading we 
haue, when wee will attribute any righteouſ⸗ 
gmes to gur ſelues, and boaſt our (clues in it, be 
al oo fand it neuer ſo litle. 
before God He that ts ſtrong (ſapth Jeremie) let him 
lese g gg. not boaſte and pꝛeſume of his ſtrength, noz he 
that is wiſe of his wiſdome, no2 he that is ritch 
of his ritches, becauſe that, if we conſider what 
we haue on the one ſide, we muſt marke what 
wee lacke on the other. And when all ſhalbe 
well caſte, it ſhall bee founde that the expence 
will karre ſurmounte the receipt, and the debtes 
are much greater, then the reuenue. * 
1: 
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Righteouſnes. I9 . 
of all that is greateſt vnder the Dunne, and thae, 
te which men moſt wonder at aud woꝛſhip in thd , 
la- wotlde, is nothing elſe (as Solomon fapety) 74.1. 
ot but vanitie, Js there any thing lo ſtable and . 
u- durable, which is not mutable, fra! ttozle, and 
iÞ vncertaine? what madnes then is it to make lo 
Ur =” a matter and lo highly to eſteeme of our 

ſelues, foꝛ thinges of ſo ſmall valewe? we arc _; / 
th 3 like to choſe that dꝛeame and wake e. 
de againe, who when they are a ſleepe thinke to 
g. haue kaunde ſome great treaſure, and haue a 
r great iope in it: but alter their wakening thep 
le fee that all is vaniſhed like ſmoke, whereupon 
an thep vexe & grieue themſelues. Likewile when 
ur wee thinke that wee are righteous, this is a 
ve dꝛeame, which paſleth t<20ugh our {nirits and 
:{- vanitheth alloone ag we are awake and are de⸗ 
be {inered from the darkenes of ignozance, where⸗ 

in we were a ſleepe and burped. S. aule wht 
im leſt he was ignozaunt, without a true and right 
be knowledge of 5 lawe, thaught to be righteous, 
ch and kelt not ſinne any whitte raigning in him, . 
at vntill that God bp his grace, had illuminated e Ven 
at him; x made his will by the lawe knowen vito ©" fre 
be bim, x ſo conſequẽtly the luſtes, + coꝛruption ?: 
ce was in his nature. The which made him ſoone 
es enough to foꝛgoe the opinton which be had ca: 
ceaued of his owne righteoulnes and vertues. 
Jl B tt, 
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After that we haue well (wept our cham⸗ 
bers, it ſcemeth vnto vs » they are very cleane: 
And pet notwithſtanding, when the ſunne com 
meth, to enter there by the windowes, we per⸗ 
ccaue ſtreightwaies by the beames an tnfintte 
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deale ok duſt, which ö Philoſophers cal motes: 


euen lo of:entimes befoze we be wel inſtructed 
in py law ok God, if we be exempted from groſſe 
& palpable ſianes, ſuch as are murthers, whoz⸗ 
domes, theftes, we glozie that we are perfect 
and ttznocent, But when our conſciences come 
ta be diſcried by the woꝛd of God, x that Jeſus 
Chit who is; light hath entred there by his 
ſpirite: thenhe makech vs to lee by his beames 
an infinite number ok faultes a imperkections, 
which are hidden in our heartes, as are the ſer⸗ 
pets in their holes. Saint Paule layth that he 
neuer vuderſtoode, that concupiſcence was a 


vice, vntil he had leene in the lawe, that it was 


there lorbidden. Pea, but hadde he not learned 


this in the ſchoole of Gamaliel, before his con⸗ 


uerſton? Jgraunt, as concerning the outward 
barke and {uperfictally, But he had not attai⸗ 
ned yet tothe bottome, the which wee can not 
doe, vntill we haue bene in the ſchoole of Jeſus 
Chit, who in the lawe will make vs truelp to 
knowe both God and our ſelues, euen as the 


lunnc {ining by his bꝛightnes maketh vs to le 


if 
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it ſelfe, and all thinges with it. 
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In the night by reaſon ol the darkeneſſe* . 
ſpꝛead vppon the earth: all thinges are hidde Tπν]]ude. 


and couered: which caulech that we can not dil⸗ 
cerne and diſcouer the ſpottes which we haue 
in our faces: But when the light beginneth to 
appeare, and that we take a glaſſe, to behold 
our (clues therein:then they are diſcouered and 
ſhewe them ſelues: euen lo likewiſe during the 
time that we are couered with the darknelle of 
ignoꝛaunce, the vices that dwell in vs, are hid⸗ 
den there, and oftentimes we thinke, being 
lep2ous and defozmed, that we are beawcituil 
and perfect: but our eyes being open, and illu⸗ 
minate by the ſpirit and grace of our God, and 
taking the glaſle ofthe lawe, therein to behold 
the eſtate of our nature and our like: then wee 
begin to knowe the great and greenous imper⸗ 


fections that are in vs:and we at once looſe the 


opinion which we had conceaued befoze, ol our 
owne righteouſnes and vertues. 


Te are oftentimes like vnto dꝛunkardes er 


who being ouercharged with wine and meate, 

haue no maner of knowledge oz feeling ok the 

caſe wherein they are, noz ok any thing elſe, and 

pet hauing their kate couered, and all to be⸗ 

raycd with durt, they canne not perceaue it 

vatell that their wine be _ and their 
it 


ſimililude. 
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bꝛaine deliuered from thole fumes and bapours 
whereby they were fo letted, and darkened. 
Ce lpkewyle, bekoze we be regenerate, are in 


ſuche loꝛte belotted with a loue that we beare to 
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dur ſelucs, and with a vayne opinion that wee 


baue conceaued of dur lelues, that we know not 
the filthineNle and villames wherewith we are 
beraped, But when the light ok the ſpirite and 
wozd of God beginnes to bꝛeake kozth vnto bs 
we come by litle and [itle to bꝛeake and ſcatter 
thoſe cloudes, which were beloze our lenſes, 
and recouering the viewe of our reaſon, we be: 
(11082 to awake our lelues, and diſcouer the pt- 
tifull and milerable eſtate wherein we are. And 
looke as this knowledge gꝛoweth and increa⸗ 
ſeth iu va, ſo witch the moe it augmenteth and 
enctealeth the knowledge ol our vices and im: 
perfections. As wee may ſee by experience in 
the lathers, who though they wer: notable and 
erxcellem perſonages, and marked with all no- 
table vertucs: pet notwithſtanding they made 
no accompt of them:but contrariwile they con- 
leſled that they were the greateſt (inners inthe 


/>. wozlve, as a man may ſce by thole goodly con- 


felſtones which the {cripture mentioneth , to 
haue ben made of Ahzaham, Tlaac, Jacob, Da⸗ 
Utd , Jeremie, Daniell, S. Paule, S. John 
and generally ofthe whole Church: by which 

we 
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we woulde iudge them to haue benethe moſte, * 
wicked men, which were vpon the earch, it we. * 
knew not the humilitte,that was in them, and 
in what contempt they hadde them ſelues and 
their wozkes, {02 the greate knowledge they 
had of the law of God: the which engendꝛed in 
them an other thing, to witte, the knowledge 
oithe tmpcriection which was in them and in 
their lyfe when they came to meaſure it acco2 
ding to the rule ol plaw, and bꝛought all their 
thoughtes, deſires, wozdes and actions, to be 
tryed by the will and ozdinaunce of God, 

Tice lay in a common pꝛouerbe, that ſuch a 
one as thinketh him ſelſe in beſt health. cariech 
death in his boſome. TAhich muſt not onelp be 
vnderſtode of the bodely health, but alſo ofthe 


health ol che ſoule. Foz the dileaſes of the body »/ 


are nothinge ſo daungerous, as thoſe of the © 


ot 


ſoule ; becauſe that verie many ( albeit theire , 


hartes are full of diſtruſtes, daubtinges, erroꝛs 
falſe opinions, ingratitudes, enuies, reuenge 
ments, darkenes, ignorance and ocher deade ly 
diſeaſes) neuertheles they thinke them lelues 

in very good health, and chat their righteoul 
neſſe is ſufficient to enable them, to aunlwere 
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and ſatilfie the iudgement ok God , As that „„en 


pꝛoude Jahariſte , who in ſteade of humblinge 
him ſelfe bcfoze God and conkelling his faultes 
B ttt 
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„to him ſetteth foozth and extolleth his owne 
M-t.19.:0 wozkes in his paper , And the Scribe that 
Joe. 2-23- hyagged, that he had accompliched che whole 
law: and the Sinagogue, that boaſted her ſelſe 
of her owne innocency,and in that, that ſhe had 
not ſinned, Wherkoze God cauſed complaint co 
be made againſt her, to conince her of hipocrt- 
lie, and of the ſinnes that ſhe hadde fozgotten, 
thꝛough negligence, and of the loue, that ſhe 

ought to haue bozne vnto him. 
Although then that God doeth not alwapes 


diſcouer our faultes wholly vnto vs, he wil not 


therekoze that we make light of them: but ik we 


doe, he ſtreightwapes calleth vs to areckning, 


and requireth them ok vs, and conſtraineth vs 
to conſeſle them vnto him, that he map foꝛgiue 
vs: to the ende, that we maye haue occaſion 
hcreby,to acknowledge and ſet fo2th his great 
liberalitie. And this is all that he requireth and 
demaundeth of vs fo2 hauing acquited and dil⸗ 
charged vs of ſuch a great and notable ſumme, 
wherein we are indebted to him. Foz looke 
howe muche ſocuer of the glozie of anye righ⸗ 
teouſneſſe and vertue we attribute to our ſel: 
ues, ſo muche wee diminiſhe of the bountie 
and liberalitie of our God, and wee pꝛouoke 


him to ielouſie, becauſe we beare him not that 


loue , no; reuerence, that wee owe vnto him, 
but 
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but doe mo2e lone our owne hononr then his. 
And euen like as a huſbanve louing his wike / . 
tenderly, (to make his affection knowen vnto . 


her, beſtowing vpon her many great pꝛeſentes 
of golde and coſtly Tewelles, ) is bery heaupe 
if ſhe diſſemble the niftes which he hath beſto- 
wed vpon her, and ſay ſhe hath purchaledthem 
by her ewne mony;Euen ſo God can in no wile 
be pleaſed with vs, if we wil conceale oz els at- 
tribute to our ſelues, the graces which he hath 
beſtowed vpon vs, which he woulde haue to be 
teſtimonies, tokens and demonſtrations of the 
inutolable lone and fidclitie that he beareth vn: 
to vs. 

Moiſes ſayd vnto the people of Iſrael, whi⸗ 
leſt they were pet in the wildernes: When 
thou ſhalt come into the lande which God hath 
pꝛomiſed to thy fathers, and ſhalt haue taken 
poſſeſſion thereof, and peaceablp eniope the 
fruictes and delicate thinges that it ſhall bying 


foꝛth vnto thee, Take good heede that thou ſap Per. 
not, that thy ſtrength and righteouſnes hath . 


gotten all this: but acknowledge that God, by 
his onely goodnes and lone which he bearcth 
vnto thee. hath ſhewed theſe great benefits and 
fauours tothee, without hauing any reſpect of 
thee,who waſt a rebellious and idolatrous peo- 
ple, no; to thy wozkes, which were altogether 
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vicious and favlrie: cuen ſo if God hath once 


bzought vs inta his Church, let vs beware that 
we laye not that we haue merited oꝛ gotten the 
graces that be chere communicated vuto vs by 
onr owne induſtrie: but let vs continually con- 
felſe our poucrtie and vnwoꝛthynelle, and ac- 
knowledge with the Apoctle, that in that wee 
are bertuous, we are ſo, by the meane of his 
onely goodness: and then without alt compart- 
ſon we ſhalbe richer & happper, then we ſhould 
be, i we woulde be ſo, by our owne meane and 
by our owne ſtrength:muche moꝛe J lap vp the 
liberality of our good God, who is much richer 
and more aboundaunt to geue vnto vs, then 
our owne ſtrength and fozce can purchale, oz 
heape vppon vs. And we muſt perlwade our 
{clues that God can doe vs moze good in one 
moment, then we knowe howe to delire oz to 
compalle by our trauell 62 diligence; in tenne 
millions of peares. 

That cauſe then is there, that we ſhoulde 
not deſire and labour to bee moꝛe ryghteous by 


the grace of our God, then by our owne vertue? 


A man ſhalbe a gret deale moze healthfull that 
will be cheugbly gouerned by the regiment r 


175 ; * counſell of ſome good aud expert Jyilicioas, 
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then he that will be lead altogether by his own 
appetite, A beaſt is agreate deale better go 
uerned 
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uerned by man, then it can bee by it ſelſe. A. 
feilde, a vine, a tree, are in muche better caſes 
being tilled, cutte and pruncd by laborers and 
hulbandemen, then ik thep were lelte to them 
ſelues, Bodies allo beinge alone, and without 
any lyfe,are blockes, but hauing the ſoule and 
like inthem, they are applied and vled to an 
infinite number of goodly and excellent actions 
hereby a man mape eaſely perceaue, that 
the inkeriour natures to the ende they may bee 
well goucrned and ruled, haue ncede of the go⸗ 
uernement + guiding of the ſuperiour. IAhece 
commech it then, that in the matter of righte- 
onſneſſe , wee thinke that our reaſon and will 
haue moze might, then the grace of our God? 
There are certaine vaine glozious beaſtes 
which bꝛagge that they haue gotten that which 
they knowe,by their owne onelp diligence, and 
without the helpe of any other maiſter and tea⸗ 
cher: and that they are no further bounde, for 
the good they knowe, then to their owne labour 
and traucll , And alſo there be ſome others pet 
moze p2oude and arrogant, who thinke them 
ſelues with power ſufficiently enabled, to get 
all vertues bp their owne naturall faculties; 


as Pelogius and all his ſecte, who canne not Delegins 
better ſhewe their arrogancie and ignoraunce, e. 


then in thus pleaſing them ſelueg, in them 
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ſelueg, and hauing in ſuche eſtimation and ad- 
miration, the naturall fozce and power, which 
they falſlp attribute to them (clues, The which 
is an euident ſigne, that they neuer knew them 
ſelues noꝛ the ſtrength oftheir owne ſhoulders, 
in vaunting lo of the weaknes and pouerty that 


is in them. | 
Bur oz our partes, if we deſire to be cladde 
with a righteoulnes, which is able to and be: | 


foʒe the face of God, and to appeare with aſſu: 
raunce in his iudgement, let vs not ſeeke it in 
our ſelues, but let vs ſeeke it, and finde it, in the 
onely grace and mercie of our God. Fox / bs 
S. Auguſtine layth ) there is nothing wichin 
vs, that can pleaſe and content him, butonelp 
that, which he hath put in vs of his owne good 
neſle, 

Let bs not then follow theſe pꝛoude ſpirits, 


which delight and content them ſelucs in no⸗ 


thing but in their owne wozkes, and through a 


dotinge imagination accompting + eſteeming 
them goodly and perkect, euen as Apes doe 
their pounge ones: but contrariwiſe, let all 


that is in vs, and all that we doe, diſpleaſe vs, 
and let vs be the firſt Judges to condemne our 


ſelues and our woꝛks, foꝛaſmuch as the meane 
to come to righteouſnes, is to bee able to ap- 
pꝛoche with conlidence, to the thꝛone & iudge⸗ 
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Righteouſnes. 9. 
ment ſeate of our God, and contintally to ſapve 
with the holp Apoſtle :I knowe that Jamcar? Rom. 7.14. 
nall and ſould vnder ſinne: by meanes whereof 
IJ can in no wile appꝛoue that which J doe. 
Fox I doe the euill which diſpleaſeth me, and 
cannot doe the good Jloue and deſire to doe, 
certainely there is not in me, (chat is to ſay in 
my ſleſhe) any good thinge. J lee and fecle 
continually in my members a lawe which ſigh⸗ 
teth aga'nit the lawe of mp minde, and leadech 
me captiue to the lawe of ſinne which is in my 
members. 

O howe this confeſſion ought thꝛoughly to 
beate downe the pꝛide and arrogancie of choſe 
pꝛeſumptuous ones j and op vp the mouthes 
of all tvoſe that will be iuſtiſted by their owne 
wozkes and vertues, Foxit commeth froma 
vellel and inſtrument which God by ſpecial fa . »-:45e 
uour had cholen from among all the men ofthe - 
woꝛld, and who euen in thoſe times of his igno⸗ _ 2 
raunce liued in ſuch ſoꝛt accoꝛding to the rigb⸗ "7 rr 
teouſnes ofthe lawe, that hee was blameleſſe ;,;,, 25 4 
and vnrebukeable towardes men, Chat a one able 
then might he be being regenerated , taken vp Yer. 
into the third heauen, where he had heard ſe % 1. 
cretes, which it was not lawfull for him to vt⸗ 3 5 

x A. 2.0. 

ter, c who had ſo greatly trauelled in the woꝛke . 11.5, 
of the Loꝛde to plant and to water his Church, 23. 
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that therein he paſſed and farre out went all 


his compantons . And to conclude , hee gaue 


place to none of them, neither in knoweledge, 
noꝛ in ʒcale, no inhighe, and diuine medita⸗ 
tions, nos in diligence, no; in vertues, noz in 
any other thing which was agreable to his vo: 
cation, foꝛ his good and vpꝛight walking thers 
in. It chen ſuche a perſon did in ſuch loꝛte and ſo 
muche humble him lelke, what ought we to doe 
alter him? 

Jiate, whoſe mouth and tongue was cleans 


An ther 


example of ſed by one of the Chezubins, and was ſent from 


the Hun heloꝛe tbe face of God foꝛ this purpoſe: who al- 
do had excertiled his miniſterte in the Churche 
lent fendt Of God the ſpace of thꝛee Koze peares and 
of God. moze, and without ce aſing day and nig;t. was 
1/4/c.6.6. ag a good watchman vpon the wall to viſconer 
the comming ok the enemies, to the end that 
boch him ſelte , and thole duer whome he hadde 
g charge might not be ouertaken through negli⸗ 
gencet what ſayth he ol himſelfe? and in what 
place and degree doth he put him ſelfe ? Thou 
art / ſayth he to God) our Creatour ,and wee 
are nothing but earth and duſt , All our righ⸗ 


I/e.46, 


teouſnes is as filthie cloutes, and we are all fac | 


ded as a leafe, and our iniquities haue caryed — 
litie ar 


firmin 


vs as the winde: ther is none that calleth vpon 
thy name, noz that ſtirreth vp him (elfe to laye 
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ous then the b:ighceft leade that a man can find, 


Righteouſnes. ; I 
holde vppon thee : foz thou haſt hidde thy face 


krom vs, and haſt conſumed vs becauſe of out f 


iniquittes . Dught not this confeſſion to matze 

all the glozie and righteouſnes of theſe proude 
hypocrites, to bluſhe fo2 ſhame ? Cercatnelp 

the perfection which thoſe imagine, deſerueth 

not to be compared to the tmperfectton ok thoſe 
excellent teruaunts of God, no? their phanta- 

ſticall riches and aboundance to their pouertie. 

F 02 as much as the baſefſt golde, though it bee 4/- 


e ” tude 2 
raped with ſome dirte, is alwayes more pꝛeci. gain the 
righteouſ- 


Euen fo the righteoutnelſe ofa Chziſtian many % /h 
though it be defiſed through many infirmities e 
t imperfections , pet notwithſtanding is moze 
to be eſteemed the all the righteouſnes of hypo- 
crites and infidelles. 

There is nothing better, then foꝛ a man to 4, gte 
humble him telfe befo2ze God , Dumilitie was of Chriſtian 
the cauſe that the Caanitiſh who was others nete. 


wiſe a dogge, became a faithfull woman , and 


that her kayth was pꝛeferred. befo2 the fayth of 
all the people of God. Becaule there is no bet⸗ 


ter meane, to lift vs vppe, then to humble our 


(clues : to be wyſe, then to repute our ſelues 
fooles:to be ſtrong, then to feele our owne debts 
litie and weakenes, And this S. Auguſtin con- 
firming, ſapeth that all our ſtrength is in hu⸗ 
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militie, and that there is nothing moze weade 16 
and fraile then pꝛide and pꝛeſumption. Foza(l- | naty 
much as all pꝛoude perſons ſkaye them ſelues Mer 


vponthetr owne ſtrength, that is, ſtay vppon a and! 
reede and vpon the pce ok one nightes freeſing: noz { 
and are like vnto ſmoke that mounteth vp on tion 
bigh, and ſo in going vp is lcattered and com⸗ depe 
meth to nothing. But the humble man is as a | ſelke 
rocke 92 a ſquare body, which is alwayes ſtay: pꝛeſu 


ed on, which ſide ſoeuer it be turned, and there E ht, 


en mp- 
Jon tr 


daimmerous, 


> 


is no man (as layth that ſame good father) ſo aud b 
harde to be healed, as he that thinkech him ſelle nes, 
to be hoale: foꝛaſmucb as he alwapes refuſech he ha 
counſell ofthe JÞhiſition , and will take no re: kect f 
medies, no keepe anp good dyet oz gouernmtt iſelfe | 
ok him lelte, which ſhould be meete and health⸗ that h 
full fo2 him. Cuen ſo likcwiſe there is no man ol the 
farther of from the rightcoulneſle of God,then my 
he that hath ſome good opinion of htm (i elf Fox Ineth ( 
ſuch commonly are obſtinate , & cannot with» thers, 
out great dilficultie , be bꝛought from the per: Honou 
ſwaſion, which they haue conceaued of their went; 
owne righteoulaes, 

There is then no greater pꝛeſumption no2Headls 
mo2e daungerous in the woꝛlde, then this. Foz which 
whoſoeuer pꝛelumeth ſo of his owne ſtrength beinge 
c vertue, æ that he can of him ſelf become wile, thꝛoug 
he maketh him ſelke equal with God, Foz there that h 


** 


is 


Righteouſhes, 


3 

e ls none but God, which is ol him ſelſe, and by , 
(nature wyſe, ryghteous , bleſſed and 2 : 
3 Pen are not otherwiſe wyſe, then by learning 
a and inſtruction: no2 ryghteous, but by grace: 
: | no} happie;, but by the fruition and parcicipa⸗ 
n tionok the ſoueraigne good: If then a man will 
1+ depende vpon him lelfe, and eſtabliſhe in him 
a elfe the toundations of felicitie and happines, 
y: pꝛeſuming that through the light 4 quickneiſe 
re of his owne ſpirite, he can obtatne wpledome; 
ſo aud by the power of his owne will, righteoul: 
lie nes, and by the contentation and delight which 
th he hath ok his owne vertues and actions, pers 
e · kect felicitie: certainly this man eſtecmeth hum 
ce | ſelfe to be lyke unto God, But thole perſons 
h: that haue ſuch an opinion, q pꝛeſume ſo much 
an of them ſelues, they are founde in the ende to 
£1 tome to ſhozt of their accoinpt: becauſe it com- 
oz Meth to palle with them as it did w our fozefa- 
th - thers; who when they acknowledged not the 
er: Honour which God had beſtowed vpo them, but 
cir went about to life vp them lelues in an higher 

degree then he had ſette them, they fell at once 
no} headlong, and became like vnto bzuite beaſtes: 
Fo) which thing happened to Nebucadnezar , who N- 
gth beinge become dzunken and beſides him ſelfe ”' wiſhed for 
iſe, th2ough the great victozies and pzoſperities „, pride. 
;crethat he had gotten, thought to * Up to D. 23. 
is 
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beauen and to make him ſelfe equall with God 
but contrary to his expectation, to beate towne 
and bꝛeake the idle thoughtes & diſcourſes of 
his harte (no otherwiſe then happened to them 
that builded the Tower of Babel) God hauing 
attonce diſcharged him of his aucthoritte, dig⸗ 


nitie and mighte , togeather with the loue, 


E xod: O. 5. 


obedience, feare and fivelicie of his ſubiectes, 
friends and leruaunts, in the end hauing made 
him lyke to wilde beaſtes, with whom he liued 
and did eate and dzinke, as though they had 
benhis familiers and compagnions: he was 
taught by experience what it was, and the dait: 
ger thereof loꝛ an earthly man to ſeeke to exalt 
him ſelle, and to take bpõ him to be haile fellow 
with God: fozaſmuch as he is ielous of his 
glorie, and can not at any hande abide that his 
glorie ſhoulde be abaſed oz diminiſhed, wichout 
being kindled + pꝛouoked to reuenge him ſelke 
vpon all thoſe whom he findeth gulltie of any 
ſuche audacitie and raſhenes. He woulde ſhewe 
bs that we are bounde vnto God fo} all the 


good thinges we haue, and that we owe vnto | paſta 


him therin faith and homage, and püncipallp 


fo thoſe ſpirituall giftes of dur goodnes and 
felicitie: ſo as he will be accudptedand confeſ: 
ſ:d to bee the chiefe cauſe and the authour of 
that we are, alterwazdes foz this that we are 
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Righteouſnes. 
good, and to conclude fo2 that we are blelled: 
and when ſo euer we will attribute any of theſe a 

| threethinges vnto dur lelues, 02 elſe referre 
that vnto any other thento him, he can not a- 

Alexander the Greatehearing the reherſall „ne 
| ofthe greate victozies and Conqueſtes which he Gre: 
Philippe his father havve gotten and made, „ mage of 
was gricued, fo; that bis father hauings ſo 4% 
| | bzought into ſubiection the whole country and“ 
J | b2ideled his enemies on euery ſide, had already 
; tanken krom him all hope of votnge anp honoza⸗ 
ble oz glorious thing. As he had borne himlelle 
in hande he woulde doe, it lo falling out that 
matter and occaſion tu implope him ſelſe, and 
5 his power fapled him not. Fo thts is the pꝛo⸗ 
3 pertie of all valiant and noble Pꝛinces, to bee 
t | agrieued when thep looſe opoztunitie to make 
e them ſelues eſteemed and ta winne honour and 
frenowme by their pꝛoweſſe, and that they are 
e © conſtrained to reſt them ſelues and be idle at 
© home in their houſe, as miching cowardes and 
0 daſtardes. In ſo much as there is nothing that 
P | they are moze greedie of then the glozte and 
Tv | immozealitie of their names. Is it then any 
{- | maruellif God who is altogether perfecte,and 
ok | tn whom a man can not repzchende auy thing, 
s | 02 deſire any thing,ſhouldinſuchoztc toue his 
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gloʒy ? ſeeing that ſinnelull men are ſo deſirous 


ol theirs, it ance they thinke to haue any thing 
in them that is commendable. But as concer⸗ 
ning vs, we maye not ſuffer our ſelues to bee 
vanquiſhed oz ouermaiſtred of any ſuche vaſ: 
ſton, which (as S. Auguſtine ſayeth ) is the 
woꝛſt guide, e mold daungerous cottnlatlonr, 
that wee canne choo{e , to rule and gouerne our 
actions by, And it ts impoſſible but that wee 
ſhoulde obepe this pallton , when once we are 
ſubnntted vnto it, and become the (claues 
thereof, 
Clherefoze tha t we may go ſafely, we muſt 


be mainteined in a ſimple humtlitie, not lifting! | 
vp our hartes to hie, but in luche wiſe taming 
dur appetites, that we be like to litle childzen; | 


A ſmili- that come from the nourſe. They that goe the 
ee 907 playne wape, are not in ſo great daunger to fal 
"ge as they which gor vpon the ridge of houſes, 
Lunilze, 02 vppon the toppe of ſome high mountapne: 


grate ef 


Cuen ſo they that will be modeſt and haue na 


opinion of them ſelues, they goe a great deale 


moe ſaſely and ſurely, then they which haue a 


binge heart and loitie lookes, Foz the waye 


that leadeth to lpfe is ſtraight, And ſo is the 


gate whereby a man muſt enter there. Mhere⸗ 


forc if we will paſſe thereat, we muſt not be ſo 


bigge and puffed vp with an opinion of our 
(clues; 


” r 


Righteouſues 
ſelues:but we mut be leane and ſpare, and we 
mult not eſt eeme mote of our lelues then wer 
are worth. 
Philo the Jewe waiteth that the cauſe whp 4» ege- 
leanen was fozbiddinthe Jewes, at the feaſt ol % 


W . 


leauen o- 


the Pallcouer was, to geue the to vnderſtand , 
that by this pꝛahibitton, they had to keepe thẽ he tee: 
ſelues from the daunger of pꝛide and pꝛeſump⸗ 
tion, into which they doe eaſely ſlide and kall, 
mhich haue any opinion of them ſelues, pulling 
vp them ſelues therby as the dough is wich the 
leauen.Cheretoze it is verp requiſite that we 
take good heede, in all dur wozkes, to followe 
that counle ll which our lauiour Chziſt giueth 
touching our almes:to witte, that our left hand 


know not what our right hand doeth. Me would 
teach therby.that we ought to be ſo vertuous, 


that our vertuebe knowen to all the wozlde, to 
the ende to edifie them which ſhall ſee it and 


* knowe it: but of our ſelues it muſt not bee 


knowen,foz feare that we knowinge it, it en 


gender ſome pzeſumption in vs, which might 


cozrupt that fozeſapde vertue : lyke as the lea 

uen ſowzeth the dough wherein it is mingled, 

But this ambition, as it ts maſked and dil⸗ 

guiſed , ſo it knoweth very well howe ta dil: 

ſemble, and co flatter our oppetites : fo as wee 

can hardly take heede to our r thougb 
lit 
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we {udte the beſt we can, to be humble: ſoꝛal⸗ 
much as it ſtealeth vnwares vppon vs, and 
ſh zoudeth it (clfe ſecretly within onr harte, 
within which oltentimes it is founde or euer 
we wilt that it was entred. And this is the rea: 
ſon why D. Auguſtine ſapeth, that all other 
ſinnes are to be feared and fled indifferencly of 
all perſons: but the moſt perfect and the beſt 
exertiſed and experienced in vertue ought pꝛin⸗ 
cipallp to take heede of this rocke, Foz, as 
wozmes engender looner in ſofte and tender 
wood, then in other that is mote harde 4 knot⸗ 
tie:and likewiſe as mothes doe bzeed ſooner in 
fine woll, chen in courſe flockes: euen ſo ambi⸗ 


tion ſooner aſſaulterh-an eccellẽt and rare man 


in all kinde of vertue, then an other which is 
not lo vertuous, 
It is therefoze very needefull that we tage 
good hede that we be not ſleepy neither become 
ſlouthfull, as it happened lomtimes vnto Da⸗ 
uid, as hum ſclfe confeeth,ſaping:when Twas 
in pꝛoſperitie I thought J ſhoulde neuer bee 
ſhaken: The Lozd hauing in ſuch ſozte eſtabli⸗ 
ſhed me e vnder pꝛopted me by his grace, ſo as 
J aſſured my ſelfe to be firme as the rocke: but 
alſaone as he had turned away his countenance 
Ewithdrawen his ſpirit from me, J was found 
on the earth, and J beganne to know and feele | 
my 
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my feeblenes and infirmitie. It is conuenient 
therefoze that we be vigilant to conſider well 
all the meanes, and pꝛeuent all choſe wayes by 


which we map be taken and deceaued. There- 1 
be ſome which are lyke to thoſe that tugge at gt 


the Dare ina Gallep , Aman woulde tudge 
ſeeing their manner of dotnge and howe they 
ſtreatch their armes fo2zwarde: that they would 
goe on and ſaple foozth right: when with all 
their might they enfozce them lelues to dzawe 
backewardes: euen lo beinge vaine glorious, 
they will neuertheleſſe perſwade, v they haue 
nothing in greater deteſtat d chen vaine glozie 
when there is not any thing whercof thep are 
mote deſirous and greedie. Such in tunes paſt 
were the Phariſes as are pet at this dape the 
}92ieſts and Monks of the Bapacie, who haue 
their hartes ſwolne and puffed vp with ambi⸗ 
tion: which thep cloke and colour vnder the 


vizarde and outwarde ſhew of humilitie. Theſe Te 


map be reſembled to Antiſthenes, who on a ö 


time walked in the common place at Athens, 6e 


with a cloke all co cozne and tatered, to the end 
that euerp on: behcldingehim ſo apparailed, 
might tudge chat he did it through humilitie, 


man well eſteamed and of good reputatid, But 
Docrates hauing dilcouered by the readynes 
ttt 


h 12 
and not for lacke of goodes becauſe he was a 4 oper 


D.. gen 


Nn. le- gre 


40 Of Chriſtian 

and ripenes of his good vnderſtanding e iudg⸗ 
ment the hipocriſie of this philoſopher,ſapd all 
a loude, chat he ſawe his ambition, thꝛough the 
hoales of his cloke, Diogenes allo entring on 


a time into Plato his chamber, and ſceing his 


bed vert finely made { becauſe being of a ciuile 


and gentleman like nature, he was nete inhis 
moucables, apparell, and geſtures, and to be 
ſhoꝛt in all his conuerſation) he went and wal- 

lowed him ſelfe like a ſwine vpon it, ſaping that 


| Plaus neted he trampled downe Platoes pꝛyde: but Plato | 
Veel  annſweredreadely, th 


at this was done wyth a 
ater pꝛyde: whereby it mape appeare that 
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wiſe he ref there are many toũterfaite humilities, ſeruing 


proue d tor 


for none other purpoſe but to abuſe the ſimple n 


tas offen- who cannot beware of them. 
There be ol them others, who hauing a cer · 


CE, 


Hamiliiue 
in wordes, 


faine verball humtlitie tn mouth? onely, ſape | 
they pꝛeſume not any thing of them ſelues, and 
that they woulde they werc as cleane from 0- 


ther ſinnes as from that of ambition. And pet 
à man map ealely knowe by their fetches, the 
great deſire c greedines that they haue of ho⸗ 


nour s, ſeeking all the wapes they can, to com 
paſſe them, and piteoullpe tozmentinge them 
ſelues, when thep ſee they are fruſtrat ofthem, | 


Adde hereunto, that they deſire to be flattered, | 


and are neuer lo well contente as when they 
heare 


Righteouſnes. 41 


heare them lelues extolled, and their owne 


pꝛaiſes let out: contrariwyſe neuer ſo diſplea⸗ 
ſed, as when they lee men huſhte and ſap no- 
thing p)ailewoo2thie ofthemzo2 any manner of 
wape to obſcure them: Wlherein they dilcouer 
their notable hppocriſie, and ſhewe euidentlip, 
that they are lyers, and accuſe and condemne 
them ſelues: when they conkeſſe that they are 
tainted with other ſinnes, and pet will be free 


* 


from this of ambition, Foz (as B. James 7ene-.2, 


ſapeth:) He that linneth in one point ofche lawe !. 


he is giltie of all. CAhich thing enery one may 
acknowledge in him ſelfe , tfhe will well exa⸗ 
mine the bottome, and ſecrets of his owne con- 
ſcience and conſider by peecemeale all the ctr- 
cumſtaunces of euer ſinne, Foz as among the 
vertues there is ſuch a chapne as intercatnech 
and embzaſeth eache other, (as men that are in 
a round, oꝛ that hold one an other by the hand) 
euen ſo among vices there is ſuch a conſpiratid 
as lightely they are neuer ſundꝛed one from the 
other. UAhereupon we mult thinke that we can 
not be giltie of any one vice, but we muſt alſo 
in like manner be giltie ok all the other. 

Theſe then be not thoſe humilities, (beinge 
counterfaite and baſtardlyke) that it becom ⸗ 
meth vs to bꝛinge to the iudgement of God, to 
defende vs: fozaſmuche (as Dauid ſaith (that 
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. the cauſe of all repzobates (hall there be quite 
© querthrowen, and all cheir actions condemned 
beinge ſtraunge from God. But the true humt- 
litie which God requireth, and which is neceſ⸗ 
ſarie, fo2 to make vs appeare with confidence 
beloze his face, is a true knowledge which we 
ought to haue of our (clues, and which engen⸗ 
dꝛeth in vs true feelinge of dur vices and im⸗ 
perkections, and cauſeth vs to bewaple and las 
ment, to accuſe and confeſſe them bekoze God: 
and maketh vs alwayes aſhamed and confoun⸗ 
ded befoze his maieſtie:in ſuche ſozte that when 
we ap . befoze him, we dare no mote lifte 
bp our eyes to heauen, then that publicane: but 
looking downe tothe earth we lape with him: 
Lode be mercifull to me pooze and wꝛetched 
ſinner:and wich Dauid: wach me O Lozd from 
mp iniquitie, > cleanſe me from all mp ſinnes. 
Alſo as he lapth elſe where: Enter not into 
iudgement with thy leruaunt: Foz no man li⸗ 
uing ſhalbe inftified in thy pꝛelence: and with 
Danick:D Lozd, to thec belongeth rightecul⸗ 
nes, and to vs ſhame and confuſton;fo2 we haue 
ſinned, we haue committed iniquitie, we haue 
bene wicked and rebellious, and haue alwapes 
bene contrarie to thy commaundementes and 
iudgements. 

With ſuch an humilitie and confeſſion , we 
may 


r 
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mape at all houres pꝛeſent our ſelues befoze |, 
God, and bee aſſured that he will not relect ss 
from his p2eſence : becauſe (as Dauid ſapeth) p. gi. g. 
hee neither deſpiſeth noz reiectech ſozowefull 
ſoules, harts that are humbled and caſt downe 
and penitent ſpirits, Ilay ſapth: vpon whome % 4... 
(Hall the ſpirite of the Loꝛde reſt, but vpon the 
humble, and vpon him that tremblech at his 
worde? S. Auguſtine (apeth : that men topne 
them ſelues and ſeeke outſuch as are their e- 
qualls, and may matche them in greatneſle, di 
gnitie and riches ; but contrariwile God who 7. will i» 
is the ſoueraigne in maieſtie and highneſle, he /»- 44e 
ioyneth him ſelſe to none, but to thoſe that are 
humble and lowly in their owneſighe, 

Let vs conclude then that there is nothing ,,, ..,_ 
ſo neceſſarie and expedient, as to humble and 55 hg 
thꝛow downe our ſelues, as hath ben ſald. Ce // bn 
ſee that reedes and poung ofters , which bowe me. 
and yelde tothe winde, abide ſtable fo2 the time _— 
of the tempeſt , where as the greate trees that 
ſeeme to be ſo ſtrong and fo well rooted, can not 
reſiſt the violence and kozce ok a great winde, 
ſo as many times they are blowen downe, lht- 
uered and rooted vp by the rootes:euen ſo there 
is none loſt, condemned, deſtroped and ouer 
thzowen inthe judgement of God: but he that 

will be there coumpted good, and will defenve 
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him kelle there with the vertue z ſtrength ofhis 
owne rigteouſnes. For this is as a great thun⸗ 
Similitudes der; that neuer putteth fozth his might but a- 
ſreving gainſt thinges of reſiſtaunce: but againſt any 
= _ .rbcape of earth, oz againſt a wolle packe, oz 
Le Farihſud (Oe ſuch other flexible & peeldinge ſuſtaunce, 
enge be the blow is bꝛoken and it ſtreigbwapes dyeth, 
hene It is a great repꝛoch and ſhame amongſt men 
heyy fo2 a man to bzeake and become bankerout foz 
* «G4 woꝛldly goods: but befoze God it is a great glo 
rie and honour, and we know not how to do any 

thing moze pꝛolitable and honourable foz vs, 

then as/a man woulde ſape ) to lape the kepes 

vnder che dooze, and to fozſake all, confeſſing 

that we haue no meane to pap, and to diſcharge 

our ſelues towardes his righteouſnes.Ue had 

neede in this caſe to be lyke conetous men, who 

alwayes thinke that they are pooze, how great 
ſubſtaunce ſoeuer they haue, becauſe they haue 

moꝛe regard to that they deſire, thẽ to that they 

haue. Mozeouer, they thinke alwayes (as the 

Poete ſapeth ) that their neighbours vine parde 

& fielde is goodlierſx moꝛe fzuteſul then theirs, 

UIe in like maner conſidering both our ſelues 

and the whole eſtate of our lyfe, ſhall finde that 

that which is mapmed and wantinge in vs, is 

moꝛe then that which epther we haue oz canne 

haue here inthis wo2lde , Let vs not thinke 

there⸗ 
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Righteouſnes _ as 
therefore to be riche befoze God, oz that our a 
neighboꝛs are pooꝛer then we, as the Phariſie 
thought and ſayd: but let vs be cercaine and re 
ſolued in this opinion, that befoze God we haue 
not any thing whereof we make ſure accompt: 


neither righteouſnes noz wildome, noz vertue, 


* of n. 


red befoze. Fo? all haue gone aſtrape and are 


that we may ſec out oꝛ alleage befo2e his iuoge 
ment. And touching our neighbours we muſt 
al wayes thinke, that we haue ſo litle, that we 
mape not once dare p2eferre oz compare ou 
ſelues to any of them, T7 

Nowe being thus pꝛepared to p2eſenteour -,, -..,., 
ſelues befoze God, to wicte,thozough a right pon: pe- 
knowledge of our ſelues, thoꝛough an inwarde wing bar 
feeling of our vices and coʒruptions, and by an "We — 
humble confeſſion of our errours and umper⸗ fin on 
fections, it is mecte pet to ſeeke out a rig e . 
teduſues, that we map bying it out theꝛe, and per/efe 
ſuch a one as is not onelp ſufficient to ſniteine gu- 
the rigour and ſeneritie of that judgement: but "5 
alſo to obtaine full foꝛgiuenes and juſtification * 
of all ſinnes and offences, and of all accuſations i har 
which our aduerſaries can allege there againſt b 
vs: which we can not linde in dür ſelues, noz in 6e 
any moꝛtall man as we haue ?wev and decla: 2% 


Pſal. 14.1 
Rom. 3. 12. 


of them ſelues abominable befoze God, there ts 


not one that doeth good no not one, Noath was Gen 9. 21. 
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Nenb. 28. dzunke 2 Moſes murmured at the waters of 
24 PMiribah: Abraham was an Jdolater : Dauid 
Laa 24. a murtherer and adulterer: S. Paule a perſe⸗ 
. cutour of the Church: S. Peter denied Jeſus 
1bns.25. Chriſt: S. Jobn with his brother James, and 
Ma:.:0.:0 the other Apoſtles were ambitious. To con⸗ 
Luc. 22. 29. clude, there was not any among all the fathers 
and Saintes, that hane bene ſince the founda: 
tion of the wozlde, vnto whom it hath not come 
to paſſe to committe ſonie one notable fault oz 
other in their like time, and who not continually 
acknowledged his great (lines, as occaſiõ hath 
1 cer i. g. bene offred vnto him. So as no fleſh hath wher⸗ 
of to boaſt it ſelſe 02 to glorie befoꝛe God, who 
| hach hut all men vnder ſinne and inkidelitte, to 
Romi. i l. 32 the ende, that he may haue mercie on all, x that 
euer one may acknowledge and confelle, that 
his ſaluation in and through all, conſiſteth in 

the oncly grace and mercie of God, 

Ce muſt nat therekoze thinke to finde the 
our righie xighteouſneſſe that we ſecke after, any where 
onfſnes ig in 
Chriſt teſus elle, then in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, of whom Jeremie 
alone, ſapeth : his name is called the eternall, our 

Righteouſes, B. Paule ſapeth, agreablp to 
I. Cor. 1. 30. gr... F 
the Pꝛophet, that he was made our Nighte⸗ 
ouſnes, wiſedom, ſanctificatton and Nedemp⸗ 
Rom.5.19, tion. And elſe where he lapeth : that as by one 
mans diſobedience , many became ſinners: ſa 
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ol our linnes, and the holp ſpirit to regencrate 


Righteouſnes. 
by the obedience ol an other, many ſhall becom ab 
righteous. To what tendeth all that which is 
ſpoken ofhim in the ſcripture? to witte that he 
hath payed our debtes that by him we are re 753-4 
conciled to God his father: that he hath obtepy. 420: 
ned fo2 vs remiſſion of our ſinnes : that he is 
our reſurrection and our Ipte, and our intercel- 
ſour to the father, that by his death andſacrt» j,4v.1r.25 
ſice, he hath paciſied the wꝛath of his father a x 7 2. 5, 
gainſt vs: that he hath waſhed vs in his bloud: V 53.5. 
and by an inlinite number of other excellent ſen 71.6. 
tences that are ſette dut vnto vs, and tende to 
no other ende. but to make vs know and to per⸗ 
ſwade vs, that there is no other but he alone 
who is our righteouſnes, and the meane of our 
ſaluation and of our lyte, 

It is not then the lawe, noꝛ any other cere- 
momes 0} ſacrifices of goates, ſheepe, oxen and 
lambes, no} pet anp woꝛkes and vertues that 
tan iuſtifie vs befoze God: but the onely bloud *-;, wm 


2.Cor.5.19, 


Heb. g. 10, 


| of Jeſus Chyift, thꝛougb which his teſtament 


and newe couenaunt which he hath made with 
vs, is paſſed, accorded, ſcaled and racified, All 


* thinges ( (apth-he) are genen vnto me of God 11.27. 
my kather. If we then will haue all that is nes 
: cearte foz our hopypneſſe, as the ſauour of 


God,ricghteon'nes,lpfe light, the foꝛgenenes 
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and ſanctifle vs: we muſt adoꝛeſſe our ſelues to 
n Chziſte, fozalmuche as it is he, whom the la⸗ 
ther hath choſen to bee Treaſuroure and ſte» 

warde of all his graces, Moles by whom the 

law was publiched and deltuered to the people, 
conducted them ſafely thzough the deſerte: but 

he bzought them net to the place of their reſt; 

15ſt. S. For that was Joſue, who was a figure of Jelus 


Chnft, who made them palle outer Jozdaine, to 


eſtablyſhe them in that polleſſion and inheri⸗ 
taunce which God had pꝛomiled vnto their fas 
chers. 
een The lawe therefeze may well leade vs and 
of the dure, ktucht vs the wap that we mult take and walke 
Gi in the middeſt of the darkenes and wilderneſle 
f ofth's woꝛzloe, lie as ſome marke by the waye 
S444 yes, may well directe vs, and ſhewe vs which 
way? to take: but the lawe can not giue vs 
{krength and courage to go thozough, it wee be 
weary, neither enable vs to come to the place 
Heb. 8. whither wee goe. Likewile the lawe can not 
bringe vs ta y reſt, which God hath promiſed 
vnto his elect,no2 any other but our great Jo- 
ſue, that is to ſap, Jelus Chꝛiſt our Loꝛde, who 
onely can doc it, by his rightcouſnes, There: 
g. Auguſtin faze S. Auguſtin ſapde very well:it is very ne⸗ 
pen 3.10). ceſlaxie that we dayly lift vp our eyes on high, 


to beholde that Serpent hanging dead on the w| 


Croſle, 
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1not 
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here⸗ | 

yne⸗ © outoflight but we enter into darkencſle : even 

bo we can no ſoner be parted fro Jeſus Chziſt, 

who is our righteouſnes & our like, but ſtreight 
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Righteouſnes 
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C1oſſe , to the ende we map be pꝛeſerued from * 


the venome and bytinge ol that ſerpent that is 
aliue and reigning pet in the wozlde. And in 


an other place he ſapeth : this is the waye in 
which we mult walke,and the truth vpowhich 
we muſt reſt, e the path in which we muſt goe. 
Qu hen then we are once marching towards %% 


him, we ought not to feare but that going on in H 
this wape, and continuinge therin, wee ſhall be ih 
come inthe ende to the goale and to the felici: %. 


tie, whether we bende our iclues. Fozalmuch 


as this is aſure way which cannot be topped 


no} lapde with theeues, no2 dꝛowned with any 


| ſhowers oz flooddes of water. Mozeouer, tt 
| ts platne,and ſtreight and hath neither rockes 
no2 blockes oz aup other lettes which maye 
| make vs (tumble. It remapneth onely then that 


when we are in this waye, we keepe our ſelues 


there without ſtaridinge ſtill, oz going backe- 
wards, oz turning aſide either to the right hand 
oz the left: be caule we can no foner leaue it, no 
departe in any other manner, but by and by we 
goe aſtrape, and are lapde open to all kinde of 
daungers: Euen like as in winter wee can no nde 


ſoouer be from the lier, but we are colde, no2 
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VI, 50 Of Chriſtian ; 
<; wape we are in ſinne and in death: fozaſmuch 

; as he is the life that quickeneth vs, the Sunne 
that gieueth vs light, and the fier v warmeth, 
comfozceth and refreſheth all his members. As 

p moone hath no light but that it hath from the 
Dunne, and as the light is litle or great, as it 

is ncare or farreof, in ſuche ſoꝛt that (f it de. 

parte from it, it remainech altogether obſcure 
1 and darke: Euen ſo in like manner the Church 
| bath no light, righteouſnes, lile health,ſtrength 
. and happpnes, but that, which it hath pleaſed 
her huſband Jeſus Chziſt to giue vnto her, be⸗ 
cauſe of that vnion and fellowſhippe, which he 
hath with her. Wiherefoze if at any time ſhe be 
ſeparated from him, and that there be a diuozſe 
| between her and her huſband,there remapnech 
to her nothinge but darkeneſle , vice and wzet⸗ 
| | chedneſce. ö 
Eue in the beginninge was created o the 

Gen. x. 23. fleſh, bene, and bloude of her huſband: euen ſo 

1 * 8 the Church is regenerated by the participatid 

0 nerazien of that the hath with the fleſhe of Telus Chriſt, 
. #be church. through the ſacrificing whereof ſhe was redee⸗ \ 
med, waſhed # purged lrom all ſilthines in bis 
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bloude , and through the participation of his 
bones was foztiſied and mainteyned againſt all 
tentation. Foꝛ he who in the beginning was ö 
the aucthour ok our lyfe, he is likewiſe now the 
3 aucthour 


eee. 
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| Righteouſnes. FL iT 
* aucthour of our good lyfe. And we muſt not 
thinke that there are two diuers beginnings ol 
our being and righteouſneſſe, Foz he him ſelfe 
that hath made vs m?,hath allo made vs Chat- 
ſt ians: and as in the beginning he created vs 
and made vs of nothing: euen lo afterwardes, 
he regenerated bs beinge nothing, but vanitie 
the childzen of wzath and maledictio;and when 
we were wozlle then nothing he choſe vs and 
that befoze we were conceaued and bozne, he 
bath called vs when as rebellioig ſeruauntes 
to maiſters, wee fledde from him: when we tur⸗ 
ned our backes to him: he tuſtified vs beinge 
ſinners, ſanctified vs being pꝛophane and pol. 
luted, raiſed vs vp being dead: Aud will allo 
* glorifte vs although we be pet altogether coue⸗ 
red with ignominie and cozruption: wherupon 
» man mape inferre that, which S. Cyprian $.c;pries, 
ſapeth is verp true: that in our laluation wee 
malt glorie in nothing. Foz there is not any 
s thingeofours, and which we ſhoulde not con- 
* feſſecobe wholly from God. 
* Jfwe will examine this thzoughlp, and con: The erg 
ider it in euerp part, we ſhall confelle the truth cn of 
whatſoeuer the (choolemen pate + bable, that refs 
colour ſelues we can diſpoſe our ſelues to re. 
= ceaue our ſaluation when ſocucr Gad offrech it on ne 
vnto vs. It is ſo farre of that it can be true, that poxer re d. 
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* 97K quite contrary we are thẽ wholly turned away 
u and reſiſt againſt it with all our power. Ahich 
[anation, thinge may plainely appeare by the example of 
whcn God S. Paule, who was called and ledde by Jeſus 
eferech ii Chyiſt,as it were by ſtrong'hand to his ſheep- 
ners. folbe,curnthen, when he was goinge to Da- 
Velen e maſcus, being caryed with a deadly hatred, 
and enflamed wich furie to perſecute and vtter⸗ 
lp toroote out (if he coulde,) the memorie of 
his name. There is nothinge moze certatne, 
$..445/m then that S. Auguſtine lapth that all they that 
labour and ſwett bnder che heauie burden ok 
this fleſh, and complaine of this miſerable like, 
they haue but one onely conlolation and hope, 
that is to ſaye, that Jeſus Ch ziſt is their Wes 
diatour ⁊ their righteouſnes. By reaſon wher⸗ 
of whẽ he made his entraunce into the middeſt 
o Teruſalem, all that went befo2c and behinde 
him cryed out with one voce. Doſanna, xc. that 
is to ſape:Saue vs O ſonne of Dauid our Sa- 
uiour. To the end to ſhew that there was neuer 
good man nether befoze no2 after his com⸗ 
ming which did hope to be laued by any other 
meanes, then onely thꝛongh his righteouſueſſe 
and obedience. And therekoze S. Auguſtine 
ſapeth, that all the Sainctes, ſince Abell vn⸗ 
to John Baptiſt, and after the Apoſtles, vn- 
to the ende ofthe wozlde ought not to be 1 * 
ed 
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thee alſo with bropdred worke, and hauelſecte a i 1 


1 
ſed but in him ano not in them ſelues. In lo 4-- © - 
much that the firſt haue ſayde, My ſoule ſhall 7/4474 3: 
retopce in the Lo2dez and thoſe that came aſter 
haue ſaide in like manner: By grace J am that ,c.c5.10, 
J am:and all in generall ape: That wholdeucr 
will glorie he muſt glor ie in God, Ll 
And in very truth thts is he that hath bozne 7) per/e- . 
the wooll and the fleece, of which was ſponne E 
this cloth, wherewith we muſt be clad, that we 4 11 1 
map be ſh20wded againſt heats cold, and other c, 
iniuries ofheauen, All pou ( ſapeth the Apo- | 
ſtle ) which are baptiſed in Chziſt, haue put on 
Chziſt. This is that king, who foz the adox Ga! ; 27. 
ning of the Queene his ſpouſe hath made fo} 
her itch and ſumptuouſe robes, as the fal 7/a/.45 14. 
milt ſapeth: which thinge Ezechiel ſheweth £<-15%.9. Wt 8 
alſo moze clearelp: J haue waſhed the with iT 
water, yea J haue waſhed away thy blud from 1 
thee , in which thou was altogether polluted: 1 
J haue annopnted thee with oyle, and clothed 1 


crowne of Golde vppon thy head: and J haue 
decked thee with Golde and ſiluer, that thou 
mighteſt be very bewtifull, All chat ſame long 
Allegozie, which he vſeth ther in che xvi.ofhis | 
pꝛopheſie, is to no other ende, but to extoll the 1 
righteouſnes of Jeſus Chziſt, with which the ; | 
Church is apparailed and 5 with choſe i 
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wherewith ſhe is altogether covered and reple⸗ 
niſhed. And as there is nothing, moze vncleane 
then ſhe, when ſhe is naked: ſo ts there nothing 
moze beautifull then ſhe, when ſhe is decked in 
the liucric and colour of her huſband, Foz then 
bath ſhe a ſpectall grace, that makes her verie 
amiable, delightlull, and in paſſing good liking 
to God himlelfe : Mozouer, being ſo clothed 
in this robe ok innocencie, all chat was koule in 
her, and which diſfigured her, is in ſuche ſozte 
touered and defaced, that there appearech no 
moꝛe vncleanes in any part ok her, becauſe Te- 
ſus Chziſt (as S. Auguſtine ſapeth) is as a 
ſpounge which wipeth vs g cleanſech vs from 
all our filthynes, which he takech in exchaunge 
fo the beautie, righteouſneſſe, and perfection, 
which he communicateth vntovs:Therein we 
ought to acknowledge and to adoze this great 
and incomparable lou? which he beareth vs, 
and which he hath truelp and in effect ſhewed 
bnto vs, heapinge vppon vs at the daye of our 
mariage ſo great and pꝛecious iopes: although 
be receaue nothing of vs in dowzie, but olde 


E —— 


baggage altogether couered with thicke and 


llthte dirte:to witte, euen our imperfections | 


and iniquities 


great 


Me receaue then, in doing this thinge two | 
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great commodicies of his righteouſnes, which chr; ue 


2 


ſerue vs fo} two purpoſes:to witte firſt to dzayy ##c-/ 1:5 


vs out from the mier and clape wherein wee 
were buried: to decke vs with goodlp robes 


from death, 
and gies 


vs ecornal 


where with we are clad, to make vs beautifull: . 


that is to ſape, to deliuer vs from the male⸗ 
diction and curſe wherunto we were kallen:and 
then on the other ſide to bleſſe vs and to bring 


bs into fauour with God his father, to d2awe 


vs backe from poucrtie , and to enriche vs: to 
raiſe vs vp from death, and to giue vs life: to 
dꝛawe vs from hell, and to make vs mounte vp 
into heauen, Euen as Jeſus Chziſt on the one 
part hath deliucred vs from fearc, terrour and 
torment of canſcience, ſparring and ſhutting 
bp hell gates: ſo on the other he hath ſee vs in 
a certaine and vndoubted hope of everlaſting 
life, and of a bleſſed reſt, openinge his paradiſe 
bnto vs. This is that, which is ſapde ol him in 
the ſcripture:that he keepeth the keys of death 
and of life:the one, to make faſt and ſhut vp the 
gate, which was alwayes open to ſwallowe vs 
bp and deuour vs: and the other, to open vn 
to vs the kingdome of heauen, which was al 
wayes locked and ſhutte againſt vs, Bp mean? 
whereof at his death the vaile that let the en⸗ 
trance into the Sanctuarie was broken and 
clefce into two parces:to the 8 = that wap 
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might be made open foz vs, and that euery one 

„ _mighthauc ameane and libertie to come vnto 

God, and to pzeſent them lelues befoze him 

with confidence. This is the caule that Paule 

Nb. 9. io. Writing to the Hebꝛewes ſaydꝛthat by his fleſh 

he hath prepared a way foz vs to heauen, to at⸗ 

tame vnto lyle. Fozalmuch as he hath in that 

fleſh rendzed vnto God fo} vs pertect obeditce: 

and by his death hatch ſatilſied his righteouſnes 

fo our ſiunes, obtaining fo2 vs by this meanes 

the fo24iuenelle of our {innes,and though this 

remiſſion righteouſnes, and by rigbteoulneſſe 

the grace and fauour of God, and by Grace, 

lie un ſuch ſozt as we map nowe pꝛeſente our 

Vu. zu ſelues to him in all alſuraunce: who befoze was 

as a conſiening fire, to conſume vs and bꝛing 

vs to nothing. xt. but now by the meanes of Je⸗ 

% ſus Chziſt is a ſhadowe to relieue andrefreſhe 
be ne ace Us agaiue. 

cet um This is the reaſon fo2 which Jeſus Chziſt 

God the ſa- was figured, by the ladder which Jacob ſawe 

ther. when heflept, wherevpon the glorie of God 

Gen.25.12- reſted it ſelfe , Fozalmuch as inthe humanitie 

of Chziſt dwelled the fulnes ofthe Diuinitte 

bodelp,becauſe by it God deſcendeth downe vn 

to vs: Euenas Jeſus chziſt hauing taken our 

humanitie, was called Emmanuel, which is 

almuche to ſap as God is with vs, ſo alſo we 


th2ough 


Coloſſ. 2.9. 
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Righteouſnes. 7 | 
thzough him mounte vp as it were by degrees /s 
to heauen, where our conuerſation is, whersf * 
at this day we are Citizens # ofthe houſeholde xj. 1. 1g. 
of God, Being then very God and very man 

of two diuerle natures, the one diuine and the 

other humaine, which are contopned and vnt- 

ted together inſeparablie, without any confu- 

ſion 02 diviſion: in that he is God, we muſt goe 

vnto him to be in ſafety,and to line happelpꝛand 

on the other ſideinpheis man, he is the wap 

by which we muſt marche on to attaine to euer | 
laſting life. Do th? wemuſt go to Jeſus Chꝛiſt 448%" 
that is God, by Jeſus Chziſt that is man, by 

the woꝛd that is made fleſh,to the woꝛde which 

was inthe beginning with God, and by the 

bꝛeade which meneate vnto the bzeade which 

Angells eate. 

And there is no neede that we ſreke ſoz any 4! ow /e- 
other but him, wether it be to reſt our ſelues 4% con- 
in, oꝛ to leade and direct vs thither, Foz being Pj oy ww 
God, he is the ſoueraigne good, and the ende _ 
whereunto all our appetites and deſires ought 
to be directed, And when we are come thither, 
there is the place where we muſt reſt and alto⸗ 
gether repoſe our ſelues: fozaſmuch as he is 
perfect and repleniſhed with all vertue @righs 
teouſnes, which he communtcateth vnto bs, by 
meanes of that communion and fellowſhip that 
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N 58 Of Chriſtian 
we baue with bim. To conclude then, he is the 
wap that muſt leade vs to our felititie, and the 
onely meane to make vs attaine thither. ThE 
we are waſhed with his bloude, this is it that 
pꝛeſerueth vs from that deſtroper, this is the 
cloude that ſhzowdeth vs from beinge burned 
t conſumed with the extreme heat old wzath 
of God, and the libertie whereinto we muſt re- 
tire from the furic of the enemie that perſueth 
ſo harde after vs, To be ſhoꝛte, this is the gate 
of ſaluation and the hauen where we muſt har⸗ 
bozre and ſaue our ſelues in the time of tem⸗ 

peſte. 
VVeobrain This is the cloke under which we map obs 
trough taine the bleſſing of God, as Jacob obtapned 
C 5-1 4 that of his father Tſaak e, being dilguiſed with 


3 the high Joꝛieſt neuer appeared befoze the face 


” of God, without his holy emb2oidred garmfts | 


Exee.:8.2, his Cphod, his robe, and his other pꝛieſtly ap- 


parell, without which he coulde not finde any * 
fauour when he appeared in his pzelence:Euen | 
ſo (to follow the truth ofthis figure) we ought * 
neuer to preſente our ſelues befoze God (ik 
we will be accepted and receued of him,) bur 


we mult be clothed and decked with the righ- 


reo uſnes and innocẽcie of his ſonne: wherwith | 
if we be once couered , we neede not feare that 
we | 


bleſſnz of the apparell of his elder bzother Eſau. And as 


Righteouſnes. 59 
we Halbe reiected and diſpiſed ol him, oꝛ that 
there is any enemie whoſoeuer he be, that hath 
anp power to hurt vs. Foz ſuche armour can 
defende vs euen ſrom the wꝛath of God it ſelfe, 
againſt which no other thinge can reſiſt. 


It is unitten that Alexander hauing concea jc, ,, 


ued a greate hatred againſt the citie of Jeruſa- , 


.de anti- 


lem, was fully reſolacd vtterly to deſt rope it % d 
becauſe that lapinge ſiege to the citie of Tpy: 44-5 


the inhabitauntes of Jeruſalem had refuſed to 
helpe him with victualles and other munition 
which he had demaunded of them. Nowe alter 
that he had taken Tyꝛ, he marched fozth with 
all his armie againſt Jeruſalem, with full pur⸗ 
pole vtterly to deſtroy it. The which thing whẽ 
the high Pꝛieſt named Ja%dus vnderſtoode, he 
apparailed him ſelke with the holp garmentes 
ol the high Pꝛieſt, and ſo pꝛeſented himſelte 
befoze Alexãder, who vpon the ſuddaine, when 
he ſawe him in this habite, alighted from his 
horſe , and bowed his knees befoze Jaddus, 
and reuerenced him, and ſhewed him great hs- 
nours, and great loue to the countrep, and gaue 
great giftes to the temple, Nowe if an enemie 
ſo furious and terrible were ſo ſuddainely aps 
peaſed, at the onely ſight of this high Pꝛieſt 
ſo apparailed / who was but a figure of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt:) what ſhall it be when Jelſus Chriſt 


n 
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60 Of Chriſtian 
ſhall appeare in his glorie and his members 


IO (21-1 


with bim, clad and couered with his rigbteoul | 


nes, and ſhewing them ſelues to all the wozld, 


in ſuch and ſo magnificall and glorious appa⸗ 
rell? Shall nat the deuills and hell bowe their 
knees then {02 feare when they ſhall ſee him in 


his mateltic and in ſuth excellent glorie? 
Let vs conclude then that beinge garniſch⸗ 
ed and couered with the righteouſneſle of Je- 


ſus Chziſt, we can haue no lacke of ſtrengthe | 
and might to vanquiſh and ouercome our ene- | 
mies, no of any other thing that may make vs 
perfectly happy what ſocuer, As S. Ambzoſe | 


witeth very elegantly, in his ſeconde booke 


of Uiirginitic,that Jeſus Chziſt is vnto vs, all 


in all things: It we be ſicke, he is our phiſition 


Il we haue an ague, and that we are altered, | 
he is our fountaine: If we be laden with iniqui⸗ 


tie he is our righteouſnes:If we be weake and 
weryed, he is our ſtrength: It we feare death, 
he is our life: $f we deſire to mount vp to hea⸗ 
uen, he is our ladder : If we haue bene darke⸗ 
nes he is our light: It we haue hungered he is 
our bzead and noriſhement. TAhereupon we 
may perceaue and knowe the great riches and 
commodities that Jeſus Chziſt bzingeth vnto 

all them chat poſſeſſe him. 
Nowc hauing ſhewed that there is no other 
righteouſnes 
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Righteouſnes. 61 
righteouſnes, but the righteouſnes of Chziſt, 77 2 
which can be ſufficient to beare the rigour ok! Ler- 
the indgement of God, and that maye enable *) — 
vs to appeare and aunſwer there: it remapneth ©; of Godis, 
now that we declare vppd what matter it W02+ «nd hove « 
keth and where it reſtcth and dwelleth: how it man maye 
may be obtained: and in what ſozt a man mape ne i. 
aſſure himſelfe of it; finallp,hauing obtained it, 

what fruites it bzingeth looꝛth in vs. 
{| Firſt the righteouſnes of Chziſt hath two Therighre. 
ptincipall partes, to witte Juſtification, and ner of 
Sanctification, that is to ſay : when it is com: b 
municated vnto vs, although that before wee“ 
were the wickedeſt in the worlde, and guilty of 
death befoze God, and mozeouer, that our na- 
ture was altogeather coxrupted and teynted in / we ee 
euerp part ol it: notwichſtanding all this, wee ed. 
are holden and reputed fo2 righteous befoze 
God, and are allowed and receaued of him fo2 
| bigs childzenand heires, when wee are proui⸗ 
ded ok this righteouſnes, and when we are clo- 
thed with it, he geuech vs his holy ſpirite, to 
leade vs and conduct vs (as a ſchoolemaiſter 
{ dothhis childzen) and foz to ſanctiſie, inſtruct, 
and ſtrengthen vs in all his wapes. Aud that 
this is true S. Paule wyiteth , not onelp that 
it was ſayd of Abzaham that this his faith was 
counted to him fox righteouſnes : but allo that 4 2. 
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1 Of Chriſtian 
wee ſhalbe accoũpted righteous befoze God, as 
he was, te wee beleeue in Teſus Chziſt: Allo, 
vc God was in Chzilt,and reconciled the wozlde 
to himſelle, not imputing their ſinnes vnto the. 
And iopninge both thele partes togeather in 
the firſt Epiſtle tothe Cozinthians , he ſapd 
to them ſpeaking of their lyfe, that they had 
bene altogether led in wickednes and were diſ⸗ 
© er 611, ſolute in all kinde of miſchiefe: but that they 
| were now waſhed,inſtifted and ſanctiſied inthe 
name of Jeſus Chzift , and chzough the lpirite 

of God, 
ese Nawif we will knowe by what meane this 
feed e fs done, wee muſt note, that being vnited by 
i the rig h- 
2 in him, (as members in their bodp, ) that he is 
holyner of then become our head, and wee are iopned to 
ch. him as the huſ bande to his wyfe. By meanes 
td on et whereof he chargeth him ſelfe wyth all our 
debtes, aud appointeth him ſelte to be the aun⸗ 
(were and pledge fo? vs, to the ende hee mape 


pape all fox vs and th29ughly acquite vs ofall, | 


that we are indebted and bound faz, offering 


bimſelfe to ſatiſũe the righteouſnes of God, by 


his oune death, to the which death we were 
bounde bp reaſon ok our ſinnes: and to delpuer 
G: bs byhis Croſſe, from the curlle, to which we 


the 


fap:h in our Loꝛde Jeſus Chziſt, and graffed 


were likewife ſubiect, ko; hauing dyſobeyed | 
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Righteouſnes. 63 
the will of God, and bzoken his lawe, in a thou- 
ſande and a thouſande thinges: he hath alſo ra⸗ 
ſed out our diſobedifce,by his obediẽce, which 
being ſo perfect accompliſhed in all pointes, 
he hath lupplied and made amendes fo} all our 
faultes and imperfections, and koz the duetie 
whercwith we were bounde to God with all 
our might, being his creatures, childzen and 
ſeruaunts. The death then which Jeſus Chziſt 
bath ſuffred, the ſacrifice which he hath offered 
the curſle which he hath bozne,x the obedience 
that he hath rendzed : all this was done tn our 
name, and fo2 our diſcharge , and is receaued 
betoze the iudgemẽt of God, ſoꝛ acquital in ful 
payment and diſcharge of all our debtes, in 
ſuch ſort that no moze can be demaũded againe 
of vs, he hauing chzough his innocencie fully 
ſatiſfied that pꝛomiſe which he hath made fox 
vs. Behold the firſt reaſon why the righteouſ- 
nes of Jeſus Chziſt is imputed vnto vs and ac⸗ 
cepted of God in his iudgement. 


The ſeconde reaſon is, that being knitte and . 
vnited together by martage, both we he are 27. f. zo. 


but one body and one fleſh: and there is a mu⸗ 
tuall communion between vs. And as he parti 
cipateth with our afflictions, miſertes, pouer⸗ 
ties and infirmities, ſo when we are perſecuted 
by tyꝛants, he complaineth with vs and lamen⸗ 


Rom. 5. 19 
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64 Of Chriſtian 
teth our aduerſities and ſorowes , likewiſe, 
when we are hungzpe, ſicke diſeaſed, in pꝛiſon 
#c.he beareth and endureth all our calamities 
with vs.TUe allo on the contrarie part are pars 
takers of all his bencfites, graces and giftes 
which his father hath beſtowed vpon him: and 
in generall of all that he hath done and ſuffered 
fo2 our ſaluation and redemption:we are anotn- 
ted, as he was, with the ople of his holy ſpirite 
we are deade and burped wich him, and we are 
railed vp and caryed into he auẽ with him wher 
we are ſette at the right hande of God his la⸗ 
ther, as he is. Ae are inheritours together 
with him, and we haue part in his glorie, in his 
reſt x in all his felicitie, by meane of his righte 
ouſnes, obedience # innocencie, of all which 
thꝛough his grace we are made partakers. Al: 
ſo,of his death, ſacrifice and ſatiſfaction, And 
to conclude, as marchantes whiche are of one 
companie & become partencrs, are partakers 
altke of all the pzofittes and damages which 
n26we of their marchandiſe: euen ſo Jeſus 
Ch2ift, by reaſon of that ſocietie wee haue tos 
gether with him, gieueth vs a parte, and wee 
like wiſe giue him ok all that we haue and poſs 
ſeſſe. The difference that is inthis, is, that the 
gaines * loſſes, that come of the craffique that 


is excerciſed amongſt men is equall and com- 
mon 
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Righteouſnes 65 
mon amongeſt them all, but here we gather vp 
all the fruictes that ariſe of the righteouſnes ok · 


Telus Chziſt: he on the contrarie part taketh 
vpon him, and chargeth him ſelke with all the 
damages and loſſes that came of our diſobe⸗ 
dience. 


The thizde reaſon foꝛ whiche the righteouſ- , ,..-, 
nes of Ch2i\k is imputed vnto vs, is, that being 77 /.. 
knitte to him, as the members of a bodie are to 
their head (the which by meanes of this con · 
iunction receaue thence one influence which gi⸗ 
ueth them lyfe, and diſtributeth to each their 


motions aud ſenſes accoꝛding as is fit fo2 their 
nature, and as is requiſite foz their actions (we 
receaue from him as S. Paule ſapeth, our, life, 
our nourtſhment , our grouth, our fozce and 
ſtrength : fo2 the enabling and diſpoſing of vs 
to doe thoſe good Wo kes that belong vnto our 
vocation, And by reaſon of this coniunction 
there is ſuche an vation betwixt him and vs, that 
as he communicateth with vs in aur afflicttös: 
ſo we like wiſe on the other lide communicate 
with him in his riches: we are righteous by 
his righteouſnes, we are acquited by his ſatif- 
faction, we are quickened to lvfe by his death, 


and obe p God though his obedience, And , ;,;. 
euen as in a naturall bodie, the power that the . 


eye hath to ſee, ſerueth moze top vſe of p other 
E 


66 of Chriſtian 
members then foz it ſelfe , becauſe that ſeeing 
and marking them all it is watchfull rightly to 
guide them, and to direct everp on of their ac- 
tions, not being able in the meane time to ſee 
them ſelues, noz to ſerue it ſelſe: euen lo the 
rigiteouſues, innocencie obediẽce of Chʒiſt 
Jeſus, ſtaude vs in moe ſtead then him, ſeeing 
that notwithſtanding he had all theſe thinges, 
and was in his nature, Ipfe , and whole con⸗ 
uerſation abſolute and perkect, vet for ell this, 
hee was condemned and cruciſted. Te on the 
contratie part albeit his rigbteouſnes, inno⸗ 
cencie, and obedience be onely imputed vnto 
vs, vet fo} all that, bymecancs of this imputa: 
tion we are abſolued, tuſtified and diſcharged 
of all our ſinnes, and of all the acculationz that 
all our enemies can bzing againſt vs, 
hege The other parte of the righteouſnes of Je- 


ef the rige [us Chit confiiteth in the ſanctificaticn noe 


eas Ty only of vs but alla of cur woꝛks. Foꝛ although 
, that there is not (as Paule ſapeth) any fellow: 
nes, betweene light and darknes, betweene the 

temple of God and Jdolls, pet fo2 all this, uhẽ 

Teſus Ch1iT will iopne vs with himſelfe, and 

will chooſe vs and conſecrate vs, to the ende to 

dwell in vs, as in his temple: he ſanctifieth vs 
s.4»$1/;n lit ſt by bis ſpirite & prepareth the houle _—_ 
e 


ſhip betweene rightcouſneſſe and vnrighteoul⸗ 
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Righteouſnes. _ 
he will dwell. And becauſe it is ouerſtreight to 
entertaine ſo great a Loꝛd, he enlargeth it: and 
whereas it is olde and ruinous, he repaireth it 

and buildeth it newe againe:wheras it is ſtinc 

king and full of filthe, he ſweepeth and clenſech 

it. And to be bziefe, whereas it is naked and 
bnfuraiſhed,he furniſheth and decketh it. And 

cuen as, when he woulde be bozne of the Uir» 

gin Parte, and before he woulde be lodged in 

her wombe, he ſent his meſſenger befoze him, 

that is to ſayc, his ſpirite, to che ende to take it 

vp fo2 him and to let his marke there: ſo alſo 

when he will be conceaued in our harts, and be 

bozne ofvs, he pꝛepareth and regenerateth vs 
befoze,lanctifping the place wher he will make 

his abode, 

Nowe this ſanctification conſiffeth in foure , 
pointes. The firſt is, that we feele and confeſſe J 
our ſinnes, and that we accuſe, condemne, and / „. 
deteſt our ſelues befoze God as miſerable and «+ -» 4. 
accurſcd in all pointes, The ſecond is, that we. 
baue a ſetled ʒeale and feruent affection to the“ 

g 0 ; & dereſts. 
ſtudie and excerciſe of good wozkes, ſearching ,;,,.- / - 
out with all diligence, all che meanes x wapcs %, 
to applie our (clues to good: and ſhunning on & endewor 
the contrarie, all the thinges that maye turne %% 
vs away from it. The thirde is, that we fight 3: no ice if 
couragioully againſt al the deſires and cone 1 0 

i 1. 


Me —_ — 


68 Of Chriſtian 
piſttces ol our fleſh,and that we be ſtrong and 
reſolued againſt all the other tentations ok the 
deuil and the wozlde, whether it be that we are 
ſweetly enticed oz flattered thereunto , or vio⸗ 
lently dzawen and inkoꝛced. And that wee bee 
not colde and white lyuered in thele combats, 
but hardie, vigilant, and attentiue ta eſpie and 
to take all occaſſions, whereby we mape reliſte, 
and vanquiſhe all our enemies. The fourth is, 
1 C that as we continually ſinne, ſo we as often allo 
in nocetion pꝛày diligently vnto God, that it will pleaſe 
„G, him ok his great mercie to pardon our offences 
ena. And as the people of Iſrael, geinge through 
the deſertes, had to fight oftttimes ag ainſt the 
lerpentes, and when they were ſtong and lmit⸗ 
ten by them, fo2 to be preſerued from the ves 
nim aud from death, thep lifted bp their eyes 
towarde the bzaſen ſerpent that Moiſes had ſet 
by am "deft their tentes, by ſight whereofthey 
were healed: we inlie maner fighting againſt 
dur con n if it come to paſſe at any 
tyme that they giue vs any blowe, tothe ende 
that thts tripe mape not be deadly vnto vs, we 
muſt lift vp our epes towardes Telus Chziſt 
banning vppon the croffe, and beſee ch him that 
he would fo; giue * all our treſpaſſes. 
2 Now when tt is ſapd that to ſhewe cur ſancs 
is 70 applie tiüicqtion bY t te cfirete wee miſt applie one 
ſelues 
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Righteouſnes. 69 
ſelues to good woꝛkes, it maye not bee vnder⸗ 
ſtand that it is enough to excerciſe our ſelues in. "4: /+//+ | 


one 02 in two, leauing the reſt behinde: as ma 


ny doe, who doe not take noz vie the worde old 


God, but in that only where it is agrecable and 
mape be referred (they thinke ) to their appe: 
tite:but it is needful to embrace it whole, aud 
not to thinke that we can doe our dutie in app 
ſoꝛt whatſocuer , vnleſle we enkozce our ſelues 
to keepe all che commanndementes of God, 
without omitting the leaſt point 02 title therof, 
Euen like as to be healthie in our bodies, it is 
not enough, not to haue the plague oz a pleure 


ſie, but generally to be free from all diſeaſes: ““ 


euen ſo to be holy in our ſoules, we muſt bee 
cleane fzom all lpottes and defylinges : and we 
mult take the whole lawe of God, as an vntuer 
ſall rule of all our thoughts affections, wozdes 
and deedes, tothe ende to keep? it from point 
to point, and not to omitte any thing which is 


there commannded vs. And what would it pꝛo 
lite in a citie, diligently to watche at one gate . 


and to keepe it ſhutte againſt the enemie, ik in 
meane while all the reſt oode wide open to 
him euẽ lo likewiſe it is to no purpole to kepe 
our ſelues from one vice, vnleſſe we make ac- 
compte, and conſcience to abandon our ſelues 
from all others: like as amongſt archers (ag 
E 1t 
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lapeth Ariſtotle) there is but one onelp marke 
wherto thep muſt direct their arrowes to ſhoot 
well, and yet manp meanes to miſle and ſhoote 
(hozt: ſo is ther but one onelp holines, wheres 
vuto we mutt aſppre, which is a ſetled deſire, 
fullp reſolued wholp to obepe God. But there 
are many kindes of vices # meanes to diſobey 
him, and to withſtande his will, We conclude 
then, that to be applied to good wozkes, it mulk 
not be doone to halues, but perfectly æ without 
exception to take care and endeuour to keepe 
all that God commaundeth. 
of the . But here a queſtion mult be reſolued, and 
fe4ion of that is:that if to doe our duetie, and to ſatilfie 
workes, the will ok God, we muſt be perkect in euerp 
kinde of vertue , And we can not other wiſe be 
Sainctes and Chziſtians, vnleſſe we haue in 
The opinj5 perfection all the pointes ef holines. The Phi 
of :he hae lolophers and ſchoolemen, they ſap that this is 
ſopher: & neceſſarie, and that a man cannot bee ſapde to 
ſcbolemen, 
be vertuous vnlelle he haue attained to the ful⸗ 
nes and pcriection of al vertues:Bat the ſcrip⸗ 
tures # the auncient fathers they ſpeake other» 
SentZcer of Wile, Fo2 S. Paule ſapeth, that the minde is 
the ſcrip- Accepted according to that it hath : that is to 
ere: and (ape,that we are accepted of God when we im 
8 plope that poꝛtion and meaſure of power and 
\ Cer. 8.12, Utength which hee hath giuen vnto vs 1 mM 


T1 ld $21 1d EP 


, LS nat. ad TT” IO 


PP —r—= _=aa  $ cs ou rc ww = ow oO©= ot on = 4A a=, ay jos. as os 


oy 


< x) N OTE 4 * 


F 


ende to doe wel, and he is contented with that, 
although we lagge ſomewhat behinde, and in a. 
great ſoꝛt of thinges come very ſhozte of that 
ende and perkection. which is pꝛopounded and 
ſet out vnto vs in the lawe , And the ſelle ſame 
Apoſtle conkeſſeth, that he had nothinge, but 
that ſame onely will: To will is pꝛeſent wich 1% . 18. 
me (ſapeth he:) but J finde no meane to per⸗ 

foꝛme that which is good. Abraham ſacriſiſed 

his ſonne, no otherwiſe then in effect, he had % 6 
nothing but the ſame will which was imputed 

vnto him, as ik he hadde accompliſhed all that 

was commaunded him, Oo as God him ſelfe 
witneſſeth or him ſapiug: Foꝛaſmuch as thou 

haſt done this thinge, and to obepe me haſt 

not ſpared thine onelp ſonne, J will bleſſe thee 

and multiplie thy ſeede, as the ſtarres of hea- 

uen. Jeſus Chziſt (hal ſap vnto his elect, which 

ſhall be on his right hande in the dap of iurge⸗ 
ment:Come pe bleſſed of my kather:inherite ye 1 16. 4 
the kingdome pꝛepared fo) pou befoze the foun 

dation of the worlde , Fozaſmuche as when J 

was hungrie pe gaue me meate, #c, This is 

certaine that among the elect, there was ſome 

who being holden in ponercie , oz fo; lackeof 
abilitie,o2 by ſome other let, did not that, which 

Chziſt (hall ſay there they did, which thinges 
themſlelues cõfeſſe not to haue done inthe lame 

CT tit 
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72 Of Chriſtian 
place alleaged: And pet fo} all this, it chalbe 
ſapde vnto all, not becaule all haue done thoſe 
things, but becaule they had a will to doc them 
Moꝛeouer, it in reſpecte of vice, the will onelp 
bee enough to conuince and condemne a man, 
and that he is accoumpted and adultcrer befoze 
the iudgement of God, who hath onelp loked 
on his neighbours wpfe to luſte after her ; and 
that he is alloreputed a manqueller , that ha⸗ 
tech his bꝛother: euen ſo likewiſe inreſpect of 
good wozkes we muſt not doubt but the good 
will, and deſire we haue to perkorme them is ac 
cepted and app2oued of God though alwapes 
the effects followe not lo ſoone and lo excellent 
as we deſire. 
As touching the auncient fathers, they ſape 
S Aubroſt. the ſelle lame thinge, © , Ambzoſe vppon S. 
Luke, affirmech that y righteouſnes of a Chzi⸗ 
ſtian man conſiſtech moze in the will then in 
the woꝛke, and that it ought rather to be mealu⸗ 
red by the affections then by the eftecte.But in 
the booke which he hath wzitten De tuga mun 
di, he ſayeth it is a hard thing foz one to keepe 
him Cſelfe whollp from vanitie, and that it is im⸗ 
pollible altogether to depart from it, otherwile 
S. Anguſtin then in will and deſire alone. S. Auguſtine vp- 
pon the firſt epiſtle of John ſapeth: that che 
whole like of a Ch2iſtian is no other thing but 
au 
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Righteouſnes 73 
an holy deſire and good will: And in his ninch 
booke ofthe Trinitie, he hath a ſaping ſerutn 

to this pur poſe worthte to be noted: Oe aper 
he) that knoweth righteouinelle and loueth it 
perkectly,thatman is righteous , notwithſtan⸗ 
ding that outwardly he hath not yet ſhewed by 
his wozkes, in any loꝛt, that good affection of 
his harte. Co conclude, looke where and howe 
often ſo euer God hath commended vutovs the 
ſtudie and keeping of his lawe, he doeth it al- 
wapes in thele tearmes: Thou ſhalt take heede 
to doe thoſe things which J commaunde thee; 


To giue vs to underſtande that the pzncipall 


pointe that he requiers of vs, is that we haue a 
deſire to pleaſe him, and a readie good will to 
doe that, which he hath commaunded vs accoz⸗ 
ding to that grace and ſtrength that he hath gt- 
ten vs, which is thething that he moſt eſtee⸗ 
mech in vs. As wee ſee a father a great deale 
mo2e to content him ſelfe with that his ſonne 
doth, be it neuer ſo litle, then of all that his ſer⸗ 
uant can do: becaule he eſteemeth their wozkes 
not accoꝛding to their greatnes, 02 the payne 
and time that they haue ſpẽt in doing them: but 
accoꝛding to the will and readines which they 
haue that doe them. 

We muſt then conclude, that the holpnes of 
a Chzit;an man, che duety and diligence which 
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„ makethhimeco implope thoſe graces that hee 
hach receaued of God, to pꝛoſtte in his feare, 
and continually to better him (elſe in the exer⸗ 
ciſe and grouih of good woꝛkes, are imperfect 
in many reſpectes. And as S. Jerome ſapeth 
the perfection ok all the righteoulnes that is in 
the fleſhe is maimedꝛ 4 to be perfect it is neceſ⸗ 
ſarie that we acknowledge, confetle, and feele 
with an inward feeling, that we are imperfect 
8. Argnſtin S. Augultine confirmeth the lame, ſaping:that 
A arighteous mans vertue mape be ſapde to be 
. pertect with this condicion, that his perfection 
7 conſiſketh in hauing the knowledge ok his im 
"2 perfection, and in makinge humble confeſſton 
thereof befoze God, And ho we lo euer there be 

great lacke in vs in this point & that our righ⸗ 

| te ouſneſſes are as vnperkect beginings in this 
wozlde:yet neuertheleſſe, we muſt not thinke 
that he will reiect and denie them: Foz he is 
not as other creditours, rigozous and not to 
| be intreated , who will not be contented with 
hin that is bounde befo2e they be payed and la 
tisficd the vttermoſt farching : but he 1s gentle 
and gracious, and is pleaſed with vs, when we 
denie not our debtes, and will not cxcuſe our 
iT. ſelues in this, that we are not able to pape: but 
+ without all diſſimulatton oz conſtrapmre, wee 
fraukely and freelp conteſle , chewing him the 
dclire 


Jerenim. 


PP 


deſire we haue to latilſie him, which pet we can / 
not doo (bp reaſon of our pouertie ) and there« 

foze humblie beſeeche him that he will take in 

good part that litle we haue, and offering that 

vnto him, which he hath giuen vs ofthis owne 

ſpeciall grace. 

When we thus ſubmitte our ſelues whollp 
bnto him, and pꝛay him to vle ſuch fauour and 
gentlenes as ſhall pleaſe him towardes vs , we 
likewile bearing and ſhewing ſuch a ſincerite 
and vp2zichtneſle towardes him inthe affap2es 
we haue to doe, there is no doubt but he will in 
like manner take in good part that litle which 
we pꝛeſent vnto him: and that both we and our 
workes (howe imperfect ſo euer they are) halt 
be accepted and appꝛoued of him, in the fauour 


ok his ſonne, as if they were perfect , and abſo⸗ 


[ute in cuery point. Foz a father caſteth not ; /,;,.4 
away his childꝛẽ, becauſe they arc ſicke,crooke ſewing 
backt, blinde, 02 maymed of hande oz foote, 04 % God 
otherwiſe connterfaict # imperfect ; but hand 3 
leth them moze tenderly a dealeth mozeſoftely 7 gs 
with them, then with the others, reſpectinge , be i- 
their debilitie and feblenes, Ae caſt not awap p. 
wine though it haue Ipes oz groundes , no2 

golde howe ſoeuer it be couered wich dizte.A 

hul bande man refuſech not lande, though it be 


oucr growen with bzambles and bzpers ; but 
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_ 1 76 Of Chriſtian 
| will vſe the greater diligence to ſtocke it and | 
4 to plowe it, hoping with his diligence, that it | 
1 will bzing koozth fruite plentifully : God like⸗ 
1 wiſe will not refuſe and put vs awap, becauſe | 
he ſeeth manpe imperkections and infirmictes 
a in vs, nape rather that is an occaſion, that he 
Flieg will take the greater pity vppon vs: as Dautd | 
13. ſapeth: Albeit (ſapeth S. Ambzole) the light 
1 S. Ambreſe he oftentimes hidden by a cloude, which is ca- | 
1 ried bekoꝛe the ſunne. pet therkoze it is not quite | 
1 put out. And the ſunne ceaſeth not to bee the 
1 ſunne, though his beames be ſtopped, and can 
not pierce vnto vs: euen ſo likewile howſoeuer 
our fapth oftentimes be diſfigured,and cozrup⸗ 
(7 ted by many err02s, doubtings and diſtruſtes: 
[+ it is nottherefoze quite choked, and we leaue 
To not- not to be faithfull fo theſe imperfections, 
| 1 But before J end this matter, it is meete 
| G-d accep. (hat we yet handle two pointes: one, of which, 
> rxehtheim- is the reaſon, why our holineſle is acceptable 
pa vnto God, andthe ſeruice which we doe vnto 
| wor\es of him; ſeeing both the one and the other are im- 
perfect: and ſeeing in his lawe he reiecteth all 
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© cafe. ae the ſacriſices, which had in them any imperkec⸗ 
| me perfect. tion at all. The other point ts concerning the 
| ly regene- cauſe wherefoꝛe he regencrating & ſanctifipng 
R: rated in yg by his holy ſpirite , bath pet lefte ſuch an 
heape of vices and imperkections in vs, and ſo 

much 


this wor ide. 


it and 
that it | 
dlike- 
ecanſe | 


nittes 
hat he 
Yauty 


light 
þ 


is ca- 
quite 
e the 
d can 
euer 
rup⸗ 
ſtes: 
caue 


cete 
ich, 
able 
nto 
im⸗ 
all 
fec- 
the 
ma 
an 
fa 


< 


{ 


9 * 


5 
1 
p 
** 
"A 
* 


1 
bo 
65 


ä 


Righteouſnes. 77 | 
much cozruption in our nature andlpfe, which { 
notwithſtanding all the d:ligence and labour 

we can, tocozrect and mortifte it, pet we can 

not come any thing neare, to be whollie deliue- 

red and exempte from it. Touching the firſt of PEI 
thoſe two pointes, there are two reaſons, fox „ % — 
which our vertues and wozkes are approued en. 

c accepted beloze God, howe imperfect ſo euer 

they be, One is, becauſe Jeſus Chziſt hath co: 

uered and taken them under the cloke ok his 
righteouſnes, as ſoone as we are vnited 4 knit 

vnto him: ſo as no ſuch ſpotte appeareth in vs 

that can offend God. And ſoz that he is our Me 

diatour towards God his father, we lee God 

no otherwiſe then in him and by him: As the 

father in like manner will not ſee noz beholde 

vs otherwher then in Jeſus Chziſt, 4 though 

his humanitie as members and partes ok his 

body. Ind this is the cauſe that maketh vs to 

appeare altogether other then we are: Foz e⸗ Side; 
uen like as loking aſide thꝛough any glaſſe, be 

it blew or pelowe oz of any other colour, all the 

things we ſee, ſceme to vs to be ol the colour of 

the glafle,thzough which we did beholde them 

Do God allo beholding and looking vpd vs in 

his ſonne, we ſeeme to him to be okhis colour, 

and we haue the apperaunce and bꝛightnes of 

bis innocenep and righteoulnes: which cauſeth 


An an{[were 


tothe ſecid know the reaſon why God doth not wholly re- | 
eſlion. generate and [anctific vs, from the firſt houre 


78 Of Chriſtian 
th at in ſeeing and touching vs, he thinketh he 


ſeeth # toucheth his owne naturall Sonne. As 


Ilaack ſpeaking to Jacob his pounger ſonne, 
and feeling his necke and handes, thought it 
had bene Elau his eldeſt ſonne, The other rea⸗ 
ſon is, that the grace of Gods ſpirite, beinge 
mingled with our wozkes, our woꝛkes deriue 
| fetch fro thence their greateſt dignity , beau 
tp,eſtimatid ⁊ free ſtrength, as whe we mingle 


water with wine in a cuppe 02 in a glaſle, that 


which is taken in there, ts called wine, though 
water be mingled with it: and albeit there bee 
moꝛe water then wine (as it map be ) pet that 


which is the moꝛe pꝛincipall and moſt precious | 


parte of all bearcth the name: euen ſo the wozks 
which we doe by the grace of God, be it that 
they haue a greate many lpottes and imperkec⸗ 


tions, as they pꝛoceede from vs, pet foz all that, 
they holde alwapes the name and reputatid of | 


him, wyo is they? pꝛincipall aucthour, 
Concerning the ſecond popnte, which is to 


that he talleth vs to his knowledg, ſeeing that 
all his wozkes are perfect, and that the lawe 
requireth of vs, that wee ſhould be holte as he 
is holy: that is to ſap, that we ſhould be whollp 
and perkectly holy, ee muſt marke, in verie 

decde 


Rigliteouſnes. 17 * 
deede, that our regeneration and ſanctificacton - {5 
are workes of God which are perfect and able 
lute, as all that he doth is: But this perfection 

is ſucceſſiue or by degrees. As we lee that it is 

in many of his creatures. Seede cal into the Similandea 
earth doech not by and by ſpꝛoute, encreaſe and 1 
come ta his pertection:but by ſpace and length = = 
of time, it attainech to his perfection and ripe- i® | 
neſſe, in that ſeaſon that God hath appointed, 4p 
A creelikewtle, is not perfect as ſoone as it is 4 
planted. An infant is not ſtraight wapes vppon 4 
the ſuddaine as ſoone as it is conceaued in the 

wombe of his mother, become a man, but with 

time: euen ſo we are not all at the firſt dache re⸗ 
generated. Bat this regencration riſech by de- 

grees, and being once begonne, then it pꝛocee⸗ 

deth faire and ſoltly by litle and litle encreaſing 

eut ry dape, till we come to tuerlaſting life in 

the heauens. And in that God delighteth ſo to 
regenerate and entierly to refozme vs, to make 

bs altogether newe creatures , he doth it fo 

thꝛee great and wetghtie reaſons, Firſt , be- % .... 
cauſe? he would humble vs, foꝛalmuch as being ſent why 
naturally enclined to pꝛeſume too much of cur God der- 
ſelues, we haue great necde that this pꝛide be“ 2 4e- 
kept vnder: and that this miſcheuous tnclina- 2 me 
tion which we haue to ſuch manner okarrogan 40. 
cie ſyoulde be digged vp and rooted out of our 
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hartes:whiche thinge God doeth after that he 


Fimilit udes 


ful of gre al 


ch clarion. the bytinge of them: cuen ſo God maketh of 


hath adopted vs leauinge vs ſubiect to many 
miſeries and diſeaſes, as well of the bodie as of 
the minde, to che ende that by this meane we 
ſhoulde be barred from likting vp our ſelues in 
any opinion and admiration ok our ſelues, and 
that we ſhoulde not ſpeake moze biggely and 
pꝛowdly then we ought: and herein he maketh 
of a poyſon, a remedie and preleruatiue againſt 
the popſon that ts in our nature: as we lee by 
experience tobe doone in the confecct6 of triacle 


Foꝛ cuen like as of the fleſhe of the viper men 


make a ſoueraigne and excellẽt remedy againſt 


thoſe infirmities that remaine in vs alter our 
regeneration, and whiche of them lelucs are 
deadly and daninible ſinnes befoze him, an 
healthfullremedic to cortecte and repreſſe t he 
other vices t dileaſes, which are a great deale 
moze perntctous : as is arrogancie and vaine 
confidence of our ſelues, contempt and koꝛget⸗ 
fulnes of God, and ſuch other like peſtilences 
which would kill vs ſuddainly, if they were not 
ſyedely pꝛeuented. Thich thing our good God 
doth , who knowing the daunger wherein we 
are, as a good father is moꝛe care full fo2 our 
good x ſaluation thex we our ſelues. By meane 
whereof,he pꝛeuenteth and cutteth ol the * 

that 


4 I. 
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that leadeth to the daunger of death (wherein - + Mk 
otherwiſe we are) by theſe afflictivs & diſeaſes, 
which alwayes putteth vs in minde and ſetteth 

this medicine befoze our eyes, dziuing vs to 

ſearch after him g to require aide at his hands, 


He dealeth with vs, as a iudge in ſome crimi- 1 
nall pꝛoceſſe, who will giue an enlargement, 8 
but yet with condition, oz as thep ſape with a 1 
quouſque, that is, till, the time that he calleth 1 
it backe, and putteth him in his kozmer eſtate þ 


wherein he was before, if it happen that he fall . 
into any new fault againe. The iudges doe this 4 
to kcepe them alwapes in feare and diligence, 1 
to doe their dutie, and to ſtappe them from ta: +3. 
king too great libertie. Gov likewile docth ſo 1 
with vs, when he will pardon our ſinnes and ſet 
bs at libertie, leauing vs notwichſtanding a 
great ſozte of imfirmities and imperkections, 


if 
which maye alwapes ſerue him, to charge vs, 1 
and foꝛ matter to call vs to a reckening, when . {| 
we would winde out of that bondage, and boaſk i 
our ſelues abꝛoade of the goodlynes of our rea- 1 
{on and loialtie. | | 


The ſeconde reaſon is, becauſe he woulde 7172. rea- 
coꝛrect our ingratitude, which is a vice as na- *. 
turall co vs as pꝛeſumption. Foz there is no⸗ 
thing, into which we fall ſo caſelp, as into the 
fozgetfulnes of God g of his benefites, which 
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82 Of Chriſtian 
we haue reccaued of him elpecially when we 
are at eaſe and in pꝛoſperitie, which maketh vs 
wanton, and bereueth vs oftentimes of our 
ſenſes and vnderſtanding, which is an other of 
the moſt pernicious vices that can be, and pꝛo⸗ 
uoketh the heauy wrath and iudgement of God 
againſt vs. And this is the cauſe, why he lea- 
ueth vs always in ſuch neceſſity to the ende he 
4 Gmili. may meete with ſuche an inconuenience and 
mide ex. Clue vs occaſion to ſeeke after him, Againe he 
ing the wa doeth vs not all the good hee will doe, at one 
df Cd clappe, fearing leaſt that he woulde vtterly as 
„8% „„ bandonandloole it, And herein he doth as afa- 
> 2,.; ther of an houſholde well aduiſed, who at the 

firſt daſh dooth not much aduaunce his ſeruãts: 

but doth fo2 them by litle and litle, the better 
alwayes to put them in comkoꝛt and hope to re⸗ 
ceaue aduauntage at laſte, to the ende that by 
this meane they may be holden in ſeruice, and 
not departe from his houſe : cuen ſo, God du⸗ 
ring the time that we are in this world, giueth 
bs moꝛe hope, then he doeth benelites (and pet 
it is playne that che graces that he beſtoweth 
bpon vs are infinite) fo; feare leaſt that if he 
ſhoulde make vs great and riche at once, and 
ſhoulde giue vs out of hande all the good that 
he keepeth in ſtoze foꝛ bs, it woulde make vs to 
abandon his ſeruice; as we ſee ſometimes it 
bap⸗ 
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happened to the Jewes by this occaſion. As 0 
God repꝛocheth them by his pꝛophet Jeremy: 1% 22.1. 


I ſpake vnto thee when thou waſte in p2oſpe- 
ritie, but thou ſapdeſt, J will not heare : this 
hath bene thy cuſtome and manner from thy 
youth, tc. 


The third reaſon,why God doth not at once 7% 54 


reaſ on. 


defende & foꝛtiſy vs and chat thꝛoughout, when 
be hath regenerated bs, is to the end thatthoſe 
infirmities which pet remaine in vs after our 
regeneration, ſhoulde ſerue to crerciſe vs, and 
to keepe vs from flouthfalnes and ſleping. Foz 
hauing (as S. Ambzole ſapeth ) a robe oz gar 
ment which is all to tozne and vnſowed, and 
which foꝛ this cauſe had neede to be amended, 
we mult occupy our lelues in repapring and a⸗ 
mendinge the ſame: aud muſt auoide by this 
meane llouthfulnes and idlenes. Mozeouer, 
being ſo exerciſed wee Crowe moꝛe ſtrong end 
able to fight againſt the fleſh and againg all o⸗ 
ther enemies. Mhich thing was aunſwered 
to S. Paule (when he defired to be deltucred 
from that pꝛicke of the ſteſh that ſo continually 
troubled him) that he ought to contente hym 
ſelfe wich the grace of God which is ſutlicient: 
the ſtrength whereof ſheweth it ſelfe moze in 
our infirmities thẽ in our pꝛoſperities. Marke 
than that our viſeales and akflictions ſtande vs 
ii. 
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in ſteed and greatly p2ofite vs, when we ſuffer 
and beare them patiently, and we ought to con- 
tent our ſelues with the onely will of God that 
ſendeth them, and likewiſe we muſt wape that 
the ende of theſe imperfections, which he hath 
pet leſt in vs aſter that he hath regenerate vs, 
is to keepe vs in obedience, x to bzidle vs, that 
we doe not ſtumble and goe aſtrape. Foz tuen 
lyke as to be wyſe, it behoueth vs to be fooles 
1.Cor.3 18 (as O. Paule ſapeth)and to the ende we mape 
1-hn.9.4; ſee moꝛe clearelp ( as Jeſus Chziſt lapech) to 
be blinde: euen lo that we map be perkecte wee 
muſt be imperfect,,and that we haue fowle and 
dirtie feete, it is to kcepe vs occupied in wa⸗ 

ching them, 

The fm, Hauing nowe handled theſe two partes of 
* r Chꝛiſtes righteoulnes, it followeth neceſſarily 
nes of to be know?, what the matter is wherupö this 
chit s co tigiiteouſnes woꝛketh, where it reſtethe and is 
be fownde. to be faunde epther in him oz in vs, where as 
the S02b9nt cx!t {2235;iſters (ap that we can not 
be otherwiſe righteous, then by the righteouſ- 
nes that is in vs: we lape cleane contrarp, to 
witt, that » righteoulnes which we muſt haue 
to eſcape the tudgement of God, is not in vs, 
cer. 5-21. hut in Jeſus Chʒiſt, as S. Paule ſapeth, that 
he was made ſinnc for vs, that we ſhoulde be 
made the righteouſnes of God in him. If we 
will 
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will therefoze rightly vnderſtande, howe his 
righteouſnes is attributed vnto vs, wee muſt 
know in what reſpecte our ſinne is attributed 
vnto him:fozaſmuch as there is the like reaſon 
of the one as there is ofthe other, But it is ve- 
rie certaine that our ſinnes were neuer effec- 
tuallp in Jeſus Chʒiſt: who being conceaued 
by the holy Ghoſt was alwapes holy, innocent 
cleane, and without ſpotte: but our ſinnes were 
onely imputed vnto him, to the ende that he 


ſhoulde beare the punichment of them foz bg, #eb.7\ 26 


In like manner, his righteouſnes is nat eſſen. 
tially iu vs. Foz to what degree ſo euer, of holt⸗ 
nes 02 vertue we be come vnto in this lyfe, ther 
is notwichſtãding alwayes in vs a great many 
of diſo2dzed and vnrulp affections: in our vn⸗ 
derſtanding a great manp of euill thoughtes, 
in our mouthes a great many of euill woꝛdes: 
in our wozkes a great manpof imperfections 
and indirect dealings: in all our lyfe there is 
ſo muche coxruption and fpltyineſle ; that of tt 
ſelfe it is abhominable and ſtincking in the 
ſight of God. TWherevppon a man may well 
knowe , that ſuche a righteouſneſſe as that is 
that was in the ſonne of God, neither dwellech 
no} remaineth eſſentially in vs, but onelp by 
imputation: to the ende that thereby we mape 
receaue the rewarde, And altogether lyke (as 

F tit 
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Cee % 3-3- aint Paule layeth ) that our lyfe is hidde in 
| him, aud muſt not bee revealed , till the time 
| that hee ſhall appeare in nlojie : eucn ſois | 
ns our righteouſnelſe, the which appeareth not 


| © clearelp enough, by reaſon of our imperkecti⸗ 

TH: ons, no moze then our lyfe doeth by reaſon of 

14 our moꝛtalitie and cozruption, till the dap that 

"Ih God ſhall appeare in iudgement inthe perſon | 
ot his ſounc, 


r1crighe- This is the reaſon why this rightecuſneſſe 

enſues is cõpared to a robe, accorving to that which 

the fayth- is fapde in the Plalme:that the Pꝛieſts ſhoulde 

70 e be clothed with rinhtcouineſie , Fo2 as a robe 

0 g . is not bozue with vs, and we haue it not from 

5 dcdur mothers wombe as we haue our Lkinne: 

r it is not faſtened to our bodies as the ſkinnes 

ol beaſtes: euen ſo likewiſe neither is the righ⸗ 

teouſnes wherewith we are coucred, as with a 

long robe, to the ende that our imperkections 

map not be perceaued. And this is a great be⸗ 

0 nefite and mercie that God hath wꝛought & be⸗ 

1 ſtowed vp vs, in that he hath not aſſigned it to 

1 our (elues no2 put it ouer in our owne handes, 

15 but hath pꝛouided a ſtewarde, to whom he hath | 

deliucred it in truſt: foꝛaſmuche as we are ſo 

ill aduiſed, and ſo ill huſbandes, that had we 

1 once the oꝛdering of it our ſelues, the deuill by 

i bis ſleightes and conuepances woulde up 

"34 E 
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beguile vs. Foz if our foztathers who were 
ſo wiſe & indued with ſo many excellent graces 
could not keepe ſafely that oziginall righteouſ: 
nes fo} ſo ſmall a time, wherewtth they were 
adozned hom the beginning) and were not able 
to pꝛeſerue them ſelues foz ſo litle a while from 
the crafty fetches and ſnares of Satan, but that 
they loſt it: what maye happen vnto vs, which 
are not ſo wiſe as they were, if we ſhould haue 
the keyes and charge of ſo great and prectous 
treaſure, as is the righteouſnes of the Sonne 
of God? 


It is a great commoditie and verie good for %%% +. 


a tree, that the life and ſappe therof lyeth bidde ue 
in the roote: Fo2 this is the meane to defende, /ening 
and pꝛeſerue it from the ſtoꝛmes and kroſtes of 2 


the winter:euen ſo is it ſoʒ our pꝛolite, that our 


not neceſ- 
ſary that 


Iyfe and our righteouſnes are in Jeſus Chziſt, % 
who is our foundation and roote , Foz being geen 


locked vp in ſo ſure a place, it ſhalbe pꝛeſerued * He 


ſſentt= 


and kept foz vs againſt all ſuche that woulde * 


robbe vs oz ſnatche it awaye from vs by trea⸗ 


ſon oz violence. We ſeethat kings and great 
Lozds, they neither meddle noz dcale with any 
money, but thep leaue their reuenues in the 
handes ok their treaſozers and reccauors to 
dilpoſe of them, contenting themſelues when 
they haue any neede, 02 other affaires; to be 

F iii 


ce 


lly 


N. 


3 
7 
| 
| 


<p vt » 3 5 * * 
EN — 


WS R 


Howe we 
wave be 
righrebut 


by the righ 


% 


$8 Of Chriſtian 

puruaped and prouided fo, of that which is 
necellary:what need the is there that we ſhould 
baue our goods in our owne hands,ſecing that 
we ſhall lacke nothing, that is needefull foz vs? 
Ie haue the grace of God, we are his chil⸗ 
dzen and conſequently his heires: we are ens 
lightened, guided, ſtrengthened, and comfoz« 
ted byhis ſpirite: we are citizens of his king⸗ 
dome, and leruauntes of his houleholde: to be 
hort, we haue all the pꝛoſites, rentes and com⸗ 
modities that growe of his righteoulnes: what 
woulde we delire moze ? J's it not enough that 
we gather the fruite ofa tree, and that it al- 
wapyes remapne in his plice, and that we car⸗ 
rie it not awap with vs ? In like manner alſo 
we mult content our ſelues to be partakers of 
the kruites of Chꝛiſt his righteouſnes, albeit 
it be not eſſentially in vs: but onely by impu⸗ 
tation, in aſmuch as thꝛongh his onelp mer⸗ 
cie it is beſtowed vpon vs, 

But here a doubt may be moued, howe we 
can be righteous, by the righteouſnes of an 
other, lecing that this is a perſonall qualitie, 
which can not be communicated to an other, no 


zeouſuer of MME then health, wiſedome, ſtrength and beau⸗ 
tie. Now can J be otherwtſe in health, then by 
the health that reſteth effectually in my bodie: 
how can it be then, that J ſhould be pighteous, 


by 


an ether 


Righteouſnes. 


by the righteoulnes, that dwelleth in an other? 
e muſt aunſwcre that this is done by impu⸗ 
tation: And as a man mape be acquited of his The fu 
creditour , by the papement which (ome ſhall e ef che 
make ok bis owne monepe inthe name of the jor 15 
debtour: euen ſo we map berighteous, by the 7,7.” 
righteouſnes of an other, when he is accepted 

in our name, as that is of Jeſus Chziſt, when 

we are vnited and knit to him, All the mem- 

bers of the body without the eye, are altogea Te ſmul- 
ther blinde of them lelues and pet notwithſtan⸗ 4 7. 
ding, they teale not euerp day to doe their due % 
ties rightly. The feete goe without ſtumbling, biene d 
the handes without offending ; in ſuch ſozt that / . 
ech one of them is led in his woꝛke by the light 

of the eye which illuminateth e directeth chem: 

and as the ſight ofthe eye is communicated to 

all the members of the body, who (ee by it and 

in it: euen ſo we in like manner are p2oftted by 

the righteouſnes of Jeſus Ch2ift, which is im⸗ 

parted with vs, as the ſight of the eye with the 
members, to the end that we may vſe it in the 
iudgement of God, there to bee acquited and 

iuſtified , and pronounced alltogeather inno⸗ 

cent and diſcharged trom all our kaultes and 
offences. The feſt 
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Now let vs tome to the other point, which „e her- 


is, to knowe by what meane we mape obtaine ng by wes 
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weane,wee this righteouſneſle , and appꝛopziate it to our 
ma; fre- (eluts , The onely meane is Faith as we map 
proate to f know by many places of the ſcripture, Foz S. 
FRY Paule ſapeth that the righteouſnes of God is 
ware by fayth. Allo that righteouſnes is revealed in 
1770. the Goſpell, and communicated by faith. And 
Rom. 117, in another place: being tuſtified by faith, we 
Rom g 1. haue peace in our conſctence. And the Prophet 
Avac.2-4+ allo ſayeth: That the righteous man ſhall line 
by faith. And Feſus Chꝛiſt in the wozde where⸗ 
John. 3 g. vppon we altogether reſt, ſapeth ; that who ſo 
euer beleueth in him, ſhall not come into iudge⸗ 
ment. And to them alwapes that were ſicke, 
and were healed, he ſapth commonly, that their 
faith had ſaued them, to the end to teach vs that 
rah 5: ie faith is the meane, which is necellarie to ob⸗ 
»nlv meane tàine not only righteoulnes „but alſo the adop⸗ 
70 ſaſſen vg tion of childzen, the vndeſerued fauour, and 
zo Chriſt, & 75 bleſſing of our God , and generally all the be⸗ 
ohren h nelites of Jeſus Chriſt .And altogether like as 
1 1 e we appꝛehende colours by the ſight, # ſoundes 
. by the eare:euen ſo we app2ehende by Fapth 
Gods pꝛomiſes, in which he offreth like vnto vs 
S. Ambroſe and all other his graces , As Ambzole ſapeth: 
Faith is ſuch a vertue and of ſo great ſtrength, 
that it obtaineth all that God hath pꝛomiſed vs 
we belecuing in him, 
But when we lpeake ſo of Faith, we vnder- 
ſtande 
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ſtande not by this name a bare opinion which 

we map haue of the trueth,o2 a (imple perſwa- ehe 
ſion and conſent, whereby we allowe all chat is % ing 

contained in the ſcripture: but we vnderſtande Fab V. 

by this Faith a lincly appzehenſts of che truth 
of Gods p2omiles, and an alluraunce ok his 
grace and fauour in Jeſus Chziſt. Allo, a full 
confidence that is fuſticient to beare all the ten⸗ 
tationg, that can be lapde vpon vs, and to beate 
downe death, the deuill, and all the gates of 
hell, and further to ſette it ſelſe againſt wzach, 
in the iudgement and malediction ok Odd, the 
which it turneth from vs as atempeſt a dome 
when we are thꝛeatened. Now when we carſt 
ſayde that the lawe contatneth the pꝛomiſes of 
God, and in themhis vndeſerned fauour and 
grace, as the eye doeth the colour, and the eare 
the ſounde , and the other ſenſes their proper 
obiect: we vnderſtand this of the aſſuraunce 
and certainety onelp, and not of any carnal fee- 
ling, Foꝛ the thinges that we beleeue, they 
cannot be felt with the hande, noꝛ ſeene with 
the eye. noꝛ by any reaſon,o2 other ſenſe of man 
be compzehended, and pet neuertheles they are 
mo2e certaine, then the thinges that we feele, 
becauſe our ſenſes mape bee deceaued. As the 
eye which wil iudge a peece of wood in the wa- 
ter to be crooked, although it be very ſtraight: 
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But Faith when it is once grounded, refteth 
it ſelfe vpon the wozde of God, it is aſſured of 
all that is therein taught, and ſpectally it ems 
bzaceth Jeſus Chziſt and dꝛaweth krom hime⸗ 
uerlaſting like. 

And albeit that oftentimes, conſidering the 
eſtate # diſpoſition of thoſe matters, it ſeemeth 
to vs that all thinges goe quite backewardes, 
contrarie to that which God hath pꝛomiſed vn- 
to bs: pet notwithſtanding in this caſe we muſt 
beleeue,(as S. Paule ſapech ) tn hope againſt 
hope, and in no wile doubt, but his pꝛomiſes 
ſhalbe accompliſhed, Fo2 ſooner ſhall heauen 
earth, and all che wozlde periſhe, then the leaſt 
iotte ofthat which God hath pzomiled vs, and 
which is pꝛoceeded from his mouth, faile to be 
fully x whollp accompliſhed in his time. Th? 
our reaſon then, oz ſenſe will doubte of that 
which God hath ſapde , 02 vnlay and murmure 
againſt it, oꝛ any manner of waye diſtruſt his 


pꝛomiſes, we muſt reſiſte and ſette our ſelues 


mantully with all our might againſt it, as A: 
bꝛaham did: and ſtaye our ſelues (as he did) 
wholly vppon this, that God alway hath both 
wil, and might to perfozme whatloeuer he hath 
promiſcd 

And when we come to conſider the corup- 
tion and vice of our nature, the rebellion of our 


will 
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th will againſt the will of God, ouriafirmitics x 

of | fimperfectios, our diſtruſt allo that we haue of- | 

n- | tentimes of his loue, and other doubts that we 1 

e | makeofhis pꝛouidẽce, we muſt not then doubt. 7 v* 

but that our faith is mightely aſſailed, and that „ 

be we haue to fight wonderfull Warpe and daun⸗ e n 

< | gerous combattes: but that we mape auopde renaviouw, | 

s, them, it is needfullſ as in all other tentations) 1 

n- to keepe our lelues alwapes tothe woꝛde of Fa 

(> | God, and to make it a buckler againſt all that q 

(> | thedenill, our reaſon, and (eaſe can alleage as 

eg gunſt his will, and thoſe promiles that he hath 

en made vnto vs. Ac muſt (as S. Auguſtine - 

Ti ſayeth, ſhutte our epes from all that wee mape 

1 ſee, and from all conſiderations that may turne 

ve bs awap oz feare vs:and open our eares, onely 

he | tohcare and meditate vppon that which God 

at | fapeth, and if on the one ſide conſidering the 

re things that are pꝛeſent, we perceaue our ſelues E 

is | afalling, ⁊ readie to be caſt headlong into any 1 

eg diſtruſt, we muſt on ö other ſide foz to comforte 

* our ſelues, beholde Jeſus Chyilt,of whom we 

)) are members a ſbeepe ofhis paſturc,+ we muſt 

th oppoſe his righteguſnes againt our vices, his 

th life againſt our death, his obedience againſe our 
rebellion, his fauour ⁊ rich grace againſt our 

y- | Wetchedneſſe and pouertie, his ſatisfaction a « 

ir gaiinlk our debtes,his mercie againſt our mt- 


„ © * 


* -—_— <ww_ SA. — — 


„„ 
—ů — 


F 


Ami- 
rude. 


Three qu E 


ftions de- 


ending r of 


| (| £ , I I i 


94 Of Chriſtian 


ſerie his ſtrength aginſt our weakenes and t7- 
tations, his merit and interceſſion, againſt all 
the accuſations, æ infozmations which the law, 
our conſcience and the deuil him ſelfe can bzing 
fozth and alleage againſt vs: alwapes thin⸗ 
king that where ſinne aboundeth, there grace 
yet more aboũd eth, x hath farre moze ſtrength 
to laue vs then ſinne hach to condemne vs. We 
mutlk do, as they that go vp into an high tower, 
who looking downewardes c ſeeing the depth 
are afrayde to fall, and that they mape be the 
moze ſure they lape holde of the railes: euen fo 
muſt we alwapes leane vpon the righteouſncs 
and death of Jeſus Chziſt,and ſtrenghthen our 
lelues in that, to the ende we may be pꝛeſerued 


- from falling downe. 


Nowe hauing ſpoken of the meane wherby 
aman mape laye holde ofthe righteouſneſſe of 
Chriſt, and of the equalitie of Faith that ap: 


che former pꝛehendeth che ſame:it remapnech pet, chat we 


Poi. 


ſpeake of thzce thinges. The ſirlk, whether 
thatfo2 the laping holde vpon that righteoul- 
neſſe, it be neceſlarie that Faith be perkecte. 
Then akterwardes, whether it muſt be, that it 
mult be cleane from all vices: and laſtly whe⸗ 
ther, it hauing bene once receaued in our harts 
we can looſe it afterwardes, and be depziued 


As 


ok it. 
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As concerning the firſt poynt, to wit, of the 1.7 wite, 
perfection of Fapth it is impoſſible that euer 9e 
we ci attaine it:in as much as we are compal 1 _ 
ſed about w a moztall body, which is ſo grolle , A 
and ſo ſlauiſh, x which ſighteth without ceaſing e N 
againſt the ſpirite, when it would lift vp it ſelfe 7 leſus 
into any heauẽly mcditation;mozeouer,hauing © 
ſuch an heape of darknelles and falſe opinions 
in our ſenſes + vnderſtanding, it is impoſſible 
v euer we ſhoulde haue anp perfect knowledge 
of God, what diligence, paine 02 trauell (o euer 
we take to get it: hauing in like manner à hart 
entangled with ſo great paſſions luſts which 
driues vs hither and thither, to all vaine aftec- 
tions, in ſuch ſoꝛt, that by reaſon hercof,we can | 
not loue God perfectly c ſo conſequently haue 
any perfect confidenc in him:becauſe confivice 
followeth loue , euen lpke as loue followeth | 
knomledge. 
The knowledge therefo2e and confidence | 
that we haue of God being imperfect, which | 
| 
| 
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are the two partes of Faith, it followech herok, 
that it can not be perfect, # that we haue needs 
continuallie to begge at Gods hande, that he 
will augment it in vs, and daye by dape ſtirre 
vs bp in the meditation of his pꝛomiſes, which 
is the true meane to nouriſhe, encreaſe, and 
augment Faith, And whercto ſerue exhozta⸗ 
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tions, papers, Sacraments and ſuche other 
excerciſes, if our faich coulde bee perfect here? 
ſecing that all theſe are not ordained x foſtred 
| in the Chuzch,to anp other purpole, then to fo 
5 tiſie, æ increaſe the knowledge 3cale and affe⸗ 

4 ction of the faithfuil, | 

Nou let vs come to the ſec5d point. Seing 
+7; that our Faich is neuer periect in this worlde, 
® whe: but is alwapes mingled with an infinite num: 
1:1 Faith m7 her of infirmities which alwapes remapne in 


4. be clean 


pms; vos, in ſuch ſort as there is none that can ſaphis 


n 
5 n 


, harte is cleane from all ſinne: and that we haue 
150 neede in reſpect ol this, to begge of God in our 

7 pꝛayers, that he will pardon vs our offences, 
1 and making the confeſſion of our Faith, to ſay; 


J bcleuc the remiſſion of ſinnes: Notwithſtan- 

ding all this that as pet our faith is very weake 

t deſiled with many imperkections, neuerthe⸗ 

les it ceaſech not, to laye hold e vpon that that it 

(hall pleaſe God to beſt owe vpon it. No others 

wile (to examples ſake tht as a litle child who 

A ae with his litle handes, oz a pooze man with his 
hs „ kugged and ſcabbie handes refuſe not to take 
> Frenghof bꝛead and other almes that a man will beſtowe 
Fab. vpponthem, as wel as if they were greater g 
7 whole, Altogether like as diſeaſes that are vni- 
4 _ uerſall through out the whole bodie (as is a 
17 * burning ague) though they weaken all the 
partes 
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partes ofthe ſame and ſpeciallie the tomacke 
moꝛe then all the reſt: pet neucrtheleſſe hinder 
not but that it map take a medicine, pea rather 
the diſcaſe is anoccaſid vnto it to pzouoke it to 
take it.euen ſoalſo it ought to be lo farre of, that 
the weaknes of our Faith ſhoulde keepe bs fro 
embꝛacing righteouſnes and the other benefits 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, that it muſt pꝛepare & diſpoſe 


vs to the contrarie: Accozding co which Jeſus % 5 z,. 


Chiſt ſapth tothe Phariſees who thought the 
ſelues to be righteous, p he came not for their 
ſakes, but to call ſinners: adding the reaſon, to 
wit that they that ate ſicke haue neede of p phi⸗ 
ſion , And euen like as our diſeaſes and infir- 
mities let not but that our faith, be it neuer fo 
weak, is pet capable of the graces of God, ⁊ of 
all the righteouſnes of his fonne: even ſo the li⸗ 
tlenes of faith making it not leſle capable to be 
able to appꝛehend and embyace that righteouſ- 


neſſe: And like as altogether the Apple of che „ 
eye which is ſo litle, and yet, for all that can ap ſmiwcude, 


pꝛehend the light of the Sunne which is ſpꝛed 
ouer all the hozizon, yea and the Sunne it ſelfe 
which is karre greater, and moze ample the all 
the earth:euen lo the eye of faith, albeit that it 
be very ſmalle, pet it ceaſeth not ta lay holde of 
the Sunne of righteouſnes, together with his 
light, iuſtice other giftes, which are as great 
G 
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and as many in number. 
But nom let vs handle the laſte ofthe foꝛe⸗ 


ter the c- ſapde three pointes, that is to ſape: whether 
let? ca e Faith being once receaued into our hartes, we 
eln faich. can vtterly afterwards looſe,and foꝛgoe it. Foz 


Nom 8. 


ik hauing once receaued it, we can not be aſſu⸗ 
red to keepe it conſtantly to the end, we ſhall al⸗ 
wapes be in doubt ol our ſaluatiõ. But it we be 
once perſuaded and reſolued in this point, that 
hauing bene inſpired by p ſpirit of God in our 
hartes, it will ſtill there abide, and dwell fo2 e⸗ 
uer:this perſwaſion will alwayes keepe our 


ſpirits quiet and contented, and they ſhall al⸗ 


wapes be iopfull, yea in the midddeſt of all ten⸗ 


tations that map aſſatle vs. Wiheretoze it is 


very neceſſarie fo vs to marke, and diligent- 
ly to impzint in our mindes, all che places of 
the holy ſcripture, in which God hath aſſured 
vs of the continuance and perſeuerance ok his 
grace and fauour towards vs, and of keeping 
vs inthe faith, and giuing ol all the other giftes 
that he will communicate vpon vs. As in the 
firſt place, this teſtimonie of S. Paule woulde 
be marked, which lapeth: that Fayth is top- 
ned with election, and ſo by conſequence ſoun⸗ 
ded vpon the counſaile and will of God which 
is euerlaſting æ immutable: Then afterwards 


Rem. 11. 29 that place of che Romaines where it is ſayde: 


That 
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That the giſtes and calling of God are without 

repentaunce, that is to ſap, irreuocable, when 

he hath once gieuen them vnto vs. alſo which ö 

is ſayde in S, Patthew: Chat to him tharhath fi- 

it hall be giuen, I then, wee haue by Gods ” bt 

grace, Faith and the giltes of the ſpirite, let HJ 

vs be certaine that they (hall remaine ſtill with 

vs and looke by the ſelfe ſame grace-that thep 

were freely beſtowed vpon vs, by che ſame they 

hall be kept and encrealed. Alſo there is an 

other place of the Apoſtle . that all they which 3 s. 30. 

were pꝛedeſtinate to lpfe hall afterwarde be 

called, iuſtifted , and in the ende gloziſied: If 

theſe foure pointes; wherein is contained the 

whole ſumme of the ſaluation of God his chil: 

dꝛen be ſo chained in oꝛder one to the other, by 

an immutable decree of God: we muſt coclude, 

that as our election is ſure, ſtable æ permanent 

ſo alſo are the other effectes that doe necellari⸗ 7 

ly followe it: Alſo that which S. Johnſapeth % . * 

in his firſt Epiſtle:that he that is boꝛne of God 7 

ſinneth not, and the wicked toucheth him not, 'C 

Alſo, that goodly pꝛoteſtation that the apoſtle 1. 

maketh fo2 him ſelfe + all che faithfull with ſo TH 

great aſſuraunce:J am ſayth he)certainezthat . 33% f 

there is nether death, noz life, noꝛ Angells, noz 1TH 

p2incipalities,no2 powers, nor things preſent, b 

noz thinges to come, no2 * high, no2 1 
ti | 
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things low, no? any creature, that ſhalbe able 
toſeparate vs from the loue of God which is tn 
Jeſus Chziſt our Lozd. Allo, that which Jeſug 
Ch1iſt ſapeth to his diſciples:If any man loue 
N me he will keepe my woꝛd, and my father will 
5 loue him, and we will come vnto him and dwell 
5 with him. Mhervpd we map note that he ſaith 
N 1 not, Te will viſite him, and ſo depart againe, 
[ 


John. 14.23 


1 as man times we lee friendes doe vilit one an 

1 other: but he ſapeth, we will abide with him: 

wyich is as much to laye: Ile will holde aur 

ſelucs to him:and dwell contmuallp with bun, 

E without euer departing rom him. 

"i Byalltheſe places, andmanp moze which 
might be reherſed out of the ſcripture, it ap⸗ 
pearcth-plainlp that fapth being once giuen vs 

ol God, it ſhall neuer be quite taken away from 
bs; and ſo by tonſc quence neither the grace 
of God, which alwapes followeth it. And al» 
though it ſeeme oktentimes fo2 dead, as it was 
m Dauid, when he committed ſo great and 

heinous ſinnes one after an other: yet fo2 all 

that, there remapned alwapes in his harte, a 

ccreaine remnant ofit, which fo2 a time was 

; hidde as fire is buderthe Aſhes , And lyke as 

bi. when it is raked vp it ſheweth not his bzyght⸗ 

nes noꝛ heate outwazdly, untill it be vnraked 


. and kindled in a flame: euen ſo, it oftentimes 
i falleth 
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falleth out with our faith, which is hidden e co 
uered with many vices, which the moſt holpeſt 
Saintes of God them lelues doe manp times 
commit (euen as to fall into diſeaſes )the which 
continueth, till it plaſe God to ſtir vs vp a new 
by his ſpirite, to light vs againe, euen like as 
when a cãdle is put out. Ile muſt tudge the of 
our fayth, as ofa tree, which in winter ſeemeth 
to be dead, becauſe it hath no fruite 02 leaues 


no2 any outward appearaunce ol liſe: and pet 


notwithſtãding it ceaſeth not to liue,#ſheweth 


that life, that was hidden within outwardly, in 


the ſpzing time, bꝛynginge fo2th flowers and 
leaues, and taking againe his goodlp hewe: 
in ſo much as the ſappe & ſtrength which kept 
it ſelfe encloſed in the roote during the time of 
the colde, ſpreadeth it ſelfe thꝛough out all the 
branches, to make them greene & freſh againe: 
Euen ſo like wiſe is it of Fapth, which ſeemeth 
oftentimes to be quite dead in vs, when it bzin⸗ 
geth not fooꝛth any ſence 02 feeling neither of 
God, no? of his pꝛomiſes, no of his commaun- 
dements 02 thꝛeateninges: And ſcheweth not it 
ſelfe by any other wonted effect. Notw ithſtan 
ding this, it is aliue in vs, and the life ofit hath 

his being in Jeſus Chziſt, in whom it is ẽgrak· 
ted e planted. And as the ſtrength of this roote 

can neither be froſen no} dead: euen ſo neither 
G iu 


Of Chriſtian 


102 


can the Faith ol a Chziltian which is ſo deeper | 


ly grounded within be alcogether extinguiſhed 

and dead being the roote of all immoztalitie, fr 

whence it ketcheth his life, ' 

Howe the But befo2e we ende this matter, it is neede⸗ 

rig/:e0uſ- full to conlider one wonderfull thing, to witte, 

ne: of Ieſus howe the righteouſnes of Chꝛiſt, which is one 

2 „ onelp, map be allo entierly diſtributed to euerp 

e diſtribu- | | 

:«4:> 4// one of his members without being deuided and 
he fa;h{ul ſundzed in any reſpect, 

Toaunſwere this point, a man may ſay of it, 

as certaine hiloſophers haue ſayd of the ſoule 


Aſomil- of man, which is whollp thzoughout p whole 


mae fie hodp, and in euerp part a like: euen ſo is þ righ- 
j. ttoulnes ol Felus Chzilt, wholly in the body of 
the whole church, as the ſoule, to giue it life and 

to mainteine it. Then is it altogether, in euerp 

of the particular members, to make thi ſtrong, 

whole, ſtout t of courage to doe all their offices 

and duties, The which thing a man map vnder- 

ſtande by two ſimilitudes, one is of the voice, 

$imilimdes Which being hearde of a great many perſons, is 
of the voice in ſuch ſozt receaued of cuerp one of the, pꝛoui⸗ 
Che face ded that they be attentiue, that the ſame is whol 
ly vnderſfood, without being deuided oz ſundzed 
in any reſpecte. The other ſimilitude is of the 
face which may be receaued in many gloſſes, 
and whollp repꝛeſented to al, without any * 
on 


ö 
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ſion oz ſeparation ofthe ſame, 
Let vs conclude chen that a faithful man 

though faith embzaceth the whole righteouſ- 
nes and all the fruictes of the ſacrifice of Jeſus 
Ch1ilt: and that, foz this cauſe he cannot be 
condemned oz accurſed befoze Gods tudgemte, 
no moꝛe then his head with whom he is inſe⸗ 
parably knitte c vnited. when any man is falne 
into the water where he is vp euen to the chin, 
pet cannot be hurt, as lõg as his head is above 
the water, although that all the members and 
partes of his body be dꝛowned and foundzed: ſo 4 /-»iii- 
alſo we cãnot be ſtiffled 02 burt in the deapthes <- 
of death, ſeeing that Jelus Chziſt our head, is 
alwayes lift vp aboue thoſe deapths, & fo2 that 
vpon the life and health of him dependes the 
health and ſaluation of all his members, | 

Nowitis time toſhewe by what ſignes and e, 
markes we map knowe , whether we poſſeſſe my e [ = 
Jeſus Chziſt, and whether he dwell in vs and whether | 
we in him. S, Paule ſayeth to the Romains: _ Pw 
that being iuſtified by Fayth, we haue peace in 
our ſoules: which is an vndoubted token that R 5. r, 
Chꝛiſt dwelleth in our hartes, that is to ſape: 
when we feele there tranquillitie and reſte, and 
that we beginne to bee peaceable in our con- 
ſciences: tozmentes, byting's, anguiſhes, ter: 
ro02s and diſtruſtes there cealing : and when in 
G tit 
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the tead of all thele, chere cometh in place, iop, 
ple aſure, conſolation, and as it were a common 
feaſt where all retopce. Fo! then Jelus Chʒiſt 
liucthinvs and we in him: to witte, when all 
our thoughtes, our meditations, our wozkes 
and our delightes, doc carrie vs to him, as to 
the marke: And when we ſette him out to our 
ſelues, to be dur onelp glozie honour, richcs, 
treaſure, and the grounde of all our hopes: and 
that we holde him as our chicfe and loueraigne 
good, that is to ſape: when we neither knowe, 
deſire, oz ſecke after any other but him: and that 
we are enlightened by his light and ſpirite, are 
made wyſe thzough his wildome , and ſtrong 
thzough his ſtrength , and riche ch2ough his 
bleſſings, and righteous th2ouh his innocen⸗ 
cie, and bleſſed thzough his grace and fauour; 
t whẽ we will haue no other maiſter to teache 
bs, ns} other light to leade vs, noz other ſight 
to direct vs, no? otber trueth to diltuer vs, .no} 
other life, to quicken vs, no} other king to go- 
uerne and defend vs, noz other mediatour to 
reconcile vs, and make vs at one with God, no} 
other aduocate to pleade our cauſc in his iudge 


met, noꝛ other gate to enter in at to his kingds, 


no2 to make vs there reiopce of the perfect and 
full felicicie , which he hath reſerued & kept foz 
his elect, And in generall whT we neither ſeeke 
noz 
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no2 will haue other founta ne to quenche our 
thirſt, noꝛ to ſatisſie our deſires. See then how 
Jelus Ch1ilt liueth in vs and we in him. 

It is very true that Þ feeling which we haue 7 per- 
of all theſe things, is not alwayes alike andthe /e 
ſame in vs. Foꝛaſmuch as we are not alwaies a 2 
like diſpoled, at one time as at another; and we , . 
haue not alwapes a like deſire to ſee oz to here %% ef 
the woꝛd of God, oz to read it, oꝛ to cõferre with e - 
dur bꝛethern, which are moze aduaunced in the / 
knowledge and zeale ofthe leruice of God then 
we are. And likewiſe the ſpirit of God doth not 
touch and ſkirre vs vp alwapes a like. And this 
is the cauſe that in our faith, as in all other qua 
lities, there is ſometime moze & ſometime leſſe 
and that oftentimes it is moze ſtrong Uuelp, 
then ſomtimes agatne moze remiſſe x faint. 
Fox alcogether like as we ſee þ water is moze i- 
hoat 0) cold,accozding as it is neare oꝛ farre of *. 
from the ſtre:euen ſo is it with vs, accoꝛding as 
we are moꝛe 02 leſſe exerciſed in the woꝛd, e dꝛi 
uen by Gods ſpirit, we haue moꝛe on leſſe ʒeale 
and affection. And altogether like as the diſpo- 
ſition of the body followeth the quality and tem 
perature of the aire, elements and exerciſes, to 
which we giue our ſelues: euen ſo accoꝛding to 
the places where we liuc, and the nouriſþment 
that we there take, is the eſtate of our ſoules F 
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conſciences. But be it that water is ſometime 
hoate and ſometime colde, and that it chaunge 
his qualities, ſometimes one wape, ſometimes 
an other, yet it is alwapes water: euen ſo the 
man that is electe after his regeneration, is al⸗ 
waies faithful, howſeeuer in that he is the child 
of Adam:he be ſometimes enclined to euil, and 
that his faith be not alwapes in one and the ſelfe 
ſame eſtate, and that he is not alwapes accom- 
panied with the like zeale & affection. Foz often 
times it commeth to palle that we feele Jeſus 
Chyiſt to ſtirre and moue himſelfe in vs, and by 
And by after,we haue no maner offeeling at all; 
but therekoze he ceaſeth not to dwell in vs, no 
moꝛe then our ſoules doe dwell in our bodies 
whẽ we ſleepe, although in lleeping we neither 
feele thẽ, noꝛ any of their operations, A woman 
who hath conceaued and beareth in her wombe 
a pounge childe, feeleth it not alwayes ſtirre, 
notwithſtanding when che hath felt it once oz 
twiſe, ſhe doubteth not but ſhe is with childe:e⸗ 
uen ſo it cometh to palle that we haue not a con 
tinuall feeling of Jeſus Chuiſt, to aſſure vs that 
he dwelleth in vs and we in him: but it ſuffizech 
that we haue him when occaſton ſerueth. 

There are ſome allo that feele and taſte in 
ſome ſoꝛt the righteouſnes of Jeſus Chyiſt; but 
on » other ſide they haue a karre greater feeling 

of 
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of their ſinnes, which oftentimes maketh them 
to feare pthey are not in God his fauour, Con⸗ 
cerning this point we muſt note, that we mo2e 
feele that which is euell, thẽ that which is good 
Fo? as we ſee by experience, we feele the cala⸗ 
mities & miſeries of warre moze thẽ the fruites 
epleaſures of peace, & the griefes of diſeaſes, 
moꝛe then the quietnes ofhealth, and the hard 
nes of pouerty, moze then the pzofites and com 
modities of aboundance and richeſſe:by reaſon 
whereof we ought not much to meruaill, if we 
feele the ſtingings and pꝛickes of ſinne a great 
deale moꝛe theny coſolations ofthe righteoul⸗ 
nes of Jeſus Chziſt: ſeeing þ ſinne dwelleth in 
vs not righteouſnes, which thing is in cauſe y 
the one is moꝛe ſenſible then þ other: Motwith⸗ 
ſtanding fo all this we mult not thinke, v ſinne 
is greater & ſtronger then righteouſnes, oz that 
it can in any reſpect be compared onto it, oz can 
be moze able to condemne and deſtroy vs, then 
the righteonſnes of Jeſus Chziſt and the grace 


of God is, to iuſtiſie ſaue vs, Ie haue ſome u 
times in the toppe of a finger, ſome paine oz -«de. 


greife, which we feele a great deale moze then 
the health that is all ouer the reſt ofthe bodie, 
yea though it bee muche greater then the paine 
of our finger. Theretoze we muſt not eſteeme 


the greatueſſe oz the ſtrength, whether it be of 
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righteouſnes 02 ſinne, according to that feeling 

we haue becauſe þ one is alwapes moze ſenſible 

thẽ the other: ſpecially foꝛaſmuch as we em⸗ 
bꝛate rigteouſneſſe onely by faith which is of 

thoſe things that are not outwaꝛd and ſenſible. 

| There are other alſothat feele nothing elſe 
Arwined)e but their ſinnes:and therfoze they liue in con- 
«g«in/i che tinuall feare ind diſtruſt, where out they can 
rencaion of not winde them ſelues, hauing no taſt at all of 
1 eee the grace # righteouſnes of Jeſus Chriſt, noz 
© us ſine of any other meane,wherby itis graunted vnto 
0n/y, vs. IAhich thing( of atrueth ) is very daunge⸗ 
rous:+ they which keele thẽ ſelues in ſuch caſe 
ought earneſtly to pzap vnto God , that it will 
pleaſe him to quickt them vp, ⁊ to warme the 

thꝛough his ſpirite. And on their part it beho⸗ 

ueth that they giue them ſelues oftentimes to 
read q to meditate vpon his pꝛomiſes, and that 

they frequt̃t the Church, e heare exhortations 

with the greateſt attention they can, fozaſmuch 

| as faith is engkdzed by hearing. And although 
uu it come to paſſe 5ᷣ they do all theſe things with: 
ande (hew- gut any great allection, vet muſt they not there⸗ 
mg Sing 5 koze thinke. that they are altogether vnpzofita- 
s gle vnto them, no mo2e then a man that taketh 
»heugh re bzeade and meate when be taketh and eateth it 


fend notal- without any great appetite. Fo2 although that 


rein he haue not ſuch a pleaſurein eating, as if he 
wert 
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were well anhungred: notwithſtanding, that ee: 
which he receatieth,ceaſeth not to pzofit and ſu hat got 
ſeine him, as we ſee in ſickeneſſe: euen ſo doe «ſte. and 
pꝛapers and other Chziltianexerciſes,to which — 2 
luch cold perſons do giue them ſelues. And how „ , 
ſoeuer they make che whichout any great zeale he word of | 
pet fot all that they ceaſe not to p2ofit tht, And Ge. | 
in euerp thing þ commeth to palle,howeloeucr 14 
it be that they feele their ſinnes, they declare | | 
therebp that they are not altogether dead, no2 1 
vtterly depꝛziued of life,and that therefoze it on⸗ ik 
ly temapneth foz tht᷑ to ſearch the meanes how 1 

to encourage them (clues, and to doe euen as a | 
man would do to fire, when it is out, which wbe 

be will kindle againe, he bloweth it, oꝛ to a lãpe 

to which a man putteth ople wyen the light 1g 

going out. 

There are other ſome which neither haue „e 
feeling ofrighteouſnes nor of their ſinnes,and a, ve 
theſe are altogecher blockiſh, not thinking any 22 
whit of their fafety, noz regarding to hark? vn 1 
to any thing that is ſpoken,taugheozſhewed to % 4 ? 


ſeebug,' 
| 
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them foz their helpe # recoutrie Such diſeales 

are very daungerous as are ta mans body Apo %a 
plexies, the falling ſickenes, Nalſeyes and ſuch r 
other which are altagether cold, killing the na. % h 
tural heate, ⁊ choking all y ſenſes. All that we N 


beth a= 


can doe fo? theſe, is to pꝛape vnto God to beale „ wy 
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nome th, as he did the man ſicke of the Palſey, e that 
ſenſeſ and he will reſtoze to them 5ᷣ vie ofthetr ſenſes that 

feeinge. thty map feele as wel the burden and waight ol 
| their ſinnes, as allo the conſolation of his grare 
1h The laſt point, that we haue to entreate of is 

Feine if Of the effectes, that this righteouſnes bꝛingeth 

= we eſſefe: fozth in vs after our regeneration:wherof there 

= ef:by arefoure p2incipall partes. 

„  Thefirlt isofthemoztification ofthe fieſhe, 

afier rege. Thc ſecond of the confeſſi of Faith, The third 
nerailon c Of pꝛapers, and the laſt of charitie. 

that b Montification of the fleſh conſiſleth in this 

neg. that weſuffernot ſinne to raigne in vs:but cou: 

poet wy. ragiouſly fight againlt all the concupiſcences 

aten of thereof, obeying the ſpirite of the lawe of God 

the ith. and groning conttnuallie vnder the burden of 
our infirmictes,crping to God withant ceaſing, 
that in this cale he will make an ende, and p20- 
uid efor vs. 

Jen | Confeſſion conſifteth in this, that we publiſh 

tene, the meanes of our ſaluation, and that we witnes 

oi. it openlp and euidently by our wozks 4 wozds, 

at all times when occaſton is offered vnto vs: 

without being hindzed thꝛough the feare ol any 
daunger whatſoeuer, 

3 pre, As concerning pꝛapers, it is neceſſary that 
tueninge and mozning, bekoze and after meate, 
and in the beginninge and endinge ok all our 

wozkes 
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woꝛkes, we pꝛay vnto God and pꝛaiſe him. beg 
ging that in our prayers which he hath com 
maunded vs to aſke, and pꝛomiſed to giue vnto 
vs, with ful Faith # aſſurance to obtaine them 
which we muſt grounde vpon his grace and pꝛo 
miſes, and vpon the merite and interceſſion of 
Jeſus Chziſt our alone Mediatour 


As touching loue, firſt of all it is required 4. che. 


the we loue God with all our hearte, with all 
our ſtrengh, and with all our vnderſtandinge, 
and then our neighbour as our ſclfe,the which 
loue of our neighbour vᷣ it map be right, it muſt 
be referred to that loue of God in ſuch wile that 
it be the rule and meaſure thereof, and likewiſe 
of all other our affections, 

Nowe in obſeruing of theſe foure pointes , 
we muſt firſt take heede that we be not dull and 
ſlouthfull to do our indeuour therin. The which 
thing that we map auopde , we muſt ſeeke out 
whith all diligence euery occaſton to applie our 
ſelues thereto, and take heede to auopde thoſe 
thinges which mape turne vs awape krom it. 
Then after wardes we mult beware that in no 
wiſe we diſtruſt the grace of God, noꝛ the ſer: 
uice that we offer vp vntohim ,* but that we be 
certainly perſwaded, that we together wich our 
wozkes ,ſhalbe acceptable vnta him, through 
grace, that hauing this perſwaſion we map goe 
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faithfully 4 chearefully fozward in our bocatid 
And finallp,that we take good heede to our 


Ve mnt ſelues, that aboue al things we be not pꝛeſump 


adde pre 


| ſump c tuous. And to the ende to keepe vs from it, it is 


on »vinion not enough, ᷣᷣ we haue no opinion ok our ſelues 
ur ſelves not of our woꝛkes: but as it is witten in the 
Hal g qſalme:we muſt not defire any thing that is to 
| high fo2 vs, but be content with chat poꝛtion a 
meaſure of grace, that it hath pleaſed God to 
beſtow vpon vs, and we muſt applie our ſelues 
accoꝛding to that power a meane that he hath 
i. Pes 4.10 Fieuen vs: As S Peter lapeth: Let euerp man 
As he hath receaued the gift, miniſter the ſame 
| one to an other as a good huſuand and ſtewary 
of the graces and giſtes of God, Foz if we haue 
receaued but two talents, and will make as 
create traffique with the, as he that hath tetea⸗ 
ued ſiue, this is a pꝛeſumptid befoze God, who 
hath meaſured out and pꝛopoꝛtioned his giktes 
to dur capacitie, and requireth of pzofites and 
gaines accoꝛding to » quantitie ofthoſe graces 

The ſrcong and giftes which he hath beſtowed vpon vs. 
indeemexe Ile haue ſapd in the beginning that the fe 
bene dcond iudgement whereto we muſt anſwere con- 
mul aun- Cerning our righteouſneſſe, is that of the lawe. 
ſreſfe cn, which ts no other thing then the [cate of Gods 
ces e righteouſneſſe,to which it is impoſſible ſoz vs 
'444:e%/* of our ſeluesto ſatisfie, and we haue neither 
wozkes, 
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works,thaughts,wozds,noz affectivg but they 

are to be cõdemned of God, if pꝛoceſſe be made 

out there fo2 vs, and we be to be tudged in this 

court:as S. Paule ſaith that all they which are 6 10. 
vnder the law, are vnder the curſe:# in an other 1.3.7. 
place, he calleth che law the miniſter of Death, 

And Dauid ſpeaking to God ſapth: Enter not 7/143. 
into iudgement with thy ſeruant: Foz no man 

liuing ſhalbe iuſtiſied in thy ſight; Allo in an o⸗ 

ther place he ſapeth O Lo2d it thou looke vpon 5/0. 
our iniquities, who (hall ſtand in (hy iudgemẽt⸗ 
Fozaſmuch as this iudgmẽt is lo entier, where 

all things are examined, in ſuch ſozt, from point 

to point, that the bzightneſſe and light ofthe 

moone and ſkarres, the righ:eonſnes and inno⸗ 

cencie of the Angeils, ſball hardly eſcape from 

being reiected and cenſured,as Job ſapth.Þow 7-5. 25.5. 
then ſhall we be able to aunſwere there, r what 7-54-18 
meanes ſhall we alleage fo} our iuſtificatid, 5 


we may eſcape?S.Jaule ſaith, They that haue gow. 2. 2. 


ſinned without the law,(hall periſh without the 
lawe. But ſeeing that they ſhall be condemned 
by the law, who haue tranſgreſled it:what (hall 
we do then? we can aunſwere and alleage many 
thinges fo} our deience. | 


Firſt we can avoyde this iudgement and 7% noe 


ridde our ſelues from it demaunding to be ſent ow way 


before the thzone of Gods mercie (ozalmuche % he 
? 
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as being free and deliuered, we are no? any lon⸗ 
ger vnder the lawe, but vnder grace: ſo as Mot 
ſes is not uowe any mote our Judge but Jelus 
Chziſt: to whom the father hath giuen auctho⸗ 
ritie and iudge ment. Moꝛeouer mercie (as S. 
James ſapth ) is aboue rightecuſnes: which is 
as an iner iour + lower courte, from which we 
may appeale to that hich a great court of God 
his mercie: wherein Jeſus Chziſt is ſet downe 
and keepeth þ bigheſt place as chefe pꝛeſident 
And as it is he that is our aduocate, ſo we are 
aſſured that he wil giue vs adilcharge in our fa 
uour.Iherloze if the law , Poiſes ⁊ the righ⸗ 
teouſnes of God doe condemne vs, we muſt not 
therefoꝛe be affraide:foꝛaſmuch as this ts ſuch 
a ſimple ſentence, as we mape at all times ap- 
peale from it. To conclude the lawe is as a re⸗ 
ceauer, which taketh accompt ok our debtes, 
which is ſo hard + rigoꝛous, that by no intrea⸗ 
tie it wil remit and pardon any thing of that we 
owe, and will make vs to pate to the vttermoſk 
farthing: But the Loꝛde is he that ſtapeth and 
cloſech vp the count, to wit Jeſus Child, being 
(contrary to the lawe) good, gracious and libe⸗ 
rall, entreating vs with all gentlenes, neither 
demaunding any thing ok vs but that which we 
be able to paie, # furniſhing vs hun felfe with 
that which we lacke,+ acquiting vs or his mere 
liberalitie 
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liberalitie ofthe oucrplus , ſo that pzeſently it 
may be ſupplied in him. 

Furthermoze wee mape pet alleage inthis 
tudgemeut, that the lawe can not make our 
pꝛoceſſe: but Jeſus Chziſt, and the niercte of 
God be our alleſſaurs, who moderate iudge⸗ 
ment in ſuch ſore, that not onely it can not bee 
hurtfull vnto vs, but very healthknll foz vs; As 
the iudgement of che woman taken in adulte- 
rie, the figure thereof: wha being thzeatened 7/8. 
befo2e Teſus Chziſt, by the Pharilces, who 4» a//ego- 
maintayned that by the lawe of Moiſes the “ 
ought to be Koned to death: was notwichſtan An, 1 10 
ding all that they coulde alleage, ſent awape 1 
by Jeſus Chziff, without her accuſe rs, or any ve lane 
others that were in their companie, once inter 5» 0 is 
pꝛiſing to hurt her in anp ſorte what fo ever ©/--/ 
Dnelp Jeſus Chit ſapeth vnto her, that henſe 
ſo2warde ſhe muſt cake heede that ſhe ſianed no 
moꝛt: and ſo that condemnation which che mi⸗ 
niſters of the lawe had pꝛonounced againſt her 
was by Chziſt, turned into a ſimple admonition 
and inſtruction. A thing that ought well to be 
marked, to the end we map vnderſtande what 
ought nowe a dapes to be the true vſe of the 77 »/e of 
lawe to wards the faithful; which condemneth ! e 4 
them no moze to death as it was wont, but tea Laas. 

f 
che:h and inftructeth them of Pay dutie, ex 
li 
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hoꝛteth them to that. and repꝛauech, and pꝛo⸗ 
curech, by all meanes ſo to directe, and bzing 
them on, as they may be ſufficiently enabled 
to goe to the ſchoole ol Jeſus Chʒiſt: 
bene, The lame and Jeſus Chziſtin like manner 
ſen & dif. re as a Phiſition and Surgeon, comming to a 
ference of licke man to heale him. The ſurged openeth the 
the (xp and ytine, and taketh awap bloud from him, not to 
the Gaffel the end to make him to die, but as a remedp,ap- 
pointed fo2 the recouerp ofhts health & ſafetie. 
The law alſo pearceth our impoſtume, & ſome⸗ 
times maketh a geeat hole in it: but neither to 
the ende to kil vs, no to hurt vs:but to bzing ds 
into a good oꝛder, tothe end we map be þ moze 
caſelyhcaled. Thoſe ſentences thẽ, that the law 
pꝛonounceth againtt vs, they are p2ofttable fon | 
vs,fozaſmuch as they awaken vs and make vs 
to looke to our ſelues and to our affaires, and to 
be moꝛe diligent to ſearch out p meanes where- 
by to bꝛing vs into good oꝛder. 
-:. H. The laſt bulwarke that we canne ſet agsinſt 
bene e Ie iudgement of the lawe, is that Jeſns Chiſt 
d:{ence a. hath fulfilled the ſame fo2 vs, as he him ſelfe 
ga-n// che witneſſeth: that he came not to aboliſh the law, 
agement but to fulfil it. TU ich thing S. Paule allo con 
o ce De firmeth ſaving: that Chziſt is the accompliſh⸗ 
Mat. 5. 17. 
Rem 10. g. ment of the lawe in righteouſneſle to all belee⸗ 
ners. CAht re toe we be not, in any wile ſubiect 
o 
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to death, no2 to the curſe, that the lawe hath 
pronounced againſt them, that haue tranſgref: 
ſed it, ſeeing wee are the members of Jeſus 
Chziſt, and that we haue kept and fulfilled it 
in him. And as in Adam we were made ſinners 
thzough diſobedience: euen ſo being incozpo⸗ 
rated into Jeſus Chziſt, we are righteous 
thzoucch his obedience, and ſo conſequently ex» 
empte from the iuriſdiction and power ofthe 
lawe:which can not excerciſe the aucrhozitie i 
bath co condemne vs, but again tht᷑ that tranſs 
greſſe and are rebelliousagainſt it, &hẽ cher 
foze we endeuour our ſelues, to doe our dutie, to 
moxcifie thzough his ſpirite the woꝛkes ol the 
fleche, there is not any condemnation to vs, noꝛ 
to all them that are in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who art by 


a liuelp faith vnited to him, ingrafled and Inc0? fang 1, ; 


pozared into his righteonſnes, | 


rozrupt aud vniuſte, by reaſon of their inno 
raunce | falſe opinians, which they conteaue 


ble our ſelues much to latiſſte „ 
itt 


The third kinde of iudgement whereof wee The tide 
ſpake in the beginning of our diuiſion is the /»4gemenre * 
iudgeinent of men: which commonly is moe £24 7. 


ro Witte, the 
iudgement 
of men, and 


c frame in their owne vnderſtanding and linke 1 
wile becauſe of their paſſios and'deſires, whith th 

ofcencimes dꝛiue and carry them bed long con⸗ . 
trary to their will. herfoze we muſt not trou⸗ 


1 ME 


f 


O foith 
muſt nos 


dend vp. Men will be ſoralhe either to adde, optodimt | 
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matters that appertaine to religion and con? 
ſctence. As in the doctrine of laluation, which 
we muſt not take from any other, but from the 
ſpirite of God, no? ſearch foz any where elſe 
but in thelawe and the Goſpell : where all is 
taught by the wzitings of the Pꝛophetes and 
Apoſtles. Wherefore chere is no other rule of 
dur Faith and obedtence , but the onelp will 
of God, that is to ſape, we ought not to be⸗ 
leeue anpthing, as concerning our ſaluation, 
but that which he hath pꝛomiſed in his holy 
Golpell, noz doe any thing fo} his ſeruice, but 
that which he hath commaunded and ozdepned 
in his lawe. And when ſo euer it be found, that 


pon o-hers- niſhe, oꝛ to alter any thing in the woꝛde of God 


there a man mape iudge, and ſurely perſwade 
him ſelfe of ſuche,; that they are falſe teachers 
and oꝛophets: and ſo like wiſe ol them that be⸗ 
letue ⁊ ſubmit them ſelues vnto ſuch by whom 
they are abuſed and deceaued. This is therea⸗ 
fon why S. Paule ſapeth, that if he woulde 
pleaſe men, he ſhonlde not be the leruaunt ol 
Jeſus Chziſt. And in an other place: Ik an 
Angell from heauen Houlde teache any ather 


Gat 1. d. to Gofpell then that Jeſus Chyilt and his Apo- 


ſtles haue publiſhed, that he woulde accompt 
him accurſed. It is therefozerneedeſull to be 
taught 
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taught that in theſe thinges, belonging top ho: 
nour t ſeruice of God, and to the faluation and 
reſt of our ſoules, we reſt our ſelues altogether 
bpon the ſcripture, and thereto bende our ſelues 
as to the onely marke, hat we neither haſte too 
much fozward, noz lagge to much behinde. And 
further that we hang not vpon the iudgement 
of men, as whereby we mape either be iuftified 
02 condemned. 


Dainct Paule w2iting to the Cozinthians le 
ſapeth: J paſſe litle to be tudged ol you, 03 of Ne. 


the iudgement ol men, no J iudge not my owne 
ſelfe : fozaſmuch as I knowe my ſelſe not to be 
culpable in any thing, yet am I not thereby 
luſtifted: but he that wdgech me is the Lozde. 
Therefoze iudge not befoze the time, befoze 
the Lode: come, who will bzingall chinges 
to light, manileſting the thinges that are hidde 
and all the counſailes & affections of the harte: 
then ſhall euery one be pzapſed of God. Heres 
by he woulde teach vs not much to eſteeme the 
iudgement ol men be it in good oz euill, becauſe 
they are vaine of their owne nature, and if they 
pꝛaiſe vs, this ougbt not to puſſe vs vp, 02 to 
encreaſe the opinion wee haue of dur ſelues. 
Alſo if they diſpꝛaiſe oꝛ condemne vs weought 
not therein to diſcourage our ſelues hauing the 
ſpirite of God , his wozde * our owne con- 
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ſctence,to ſuſteine and tuſtifie vs. | 
Ae are at this dap excommunicated ofthe 
Pope „and condemned and reiected {rom his 
pꝛelence and of the moſt part of men: and pꝛin⸗ 
cipally of them, who are in greateſt eſtimation 
and credit of knowledge and wiſedom,notwith 
ſtanding concerning the Pope, we ought to 
make no reckouing ofhtimno} of all ſentences 
that he can pꝛonounce and thunder out againſt | 

bs. £0} he is the enemie of Jeſus Chziſt, and 
conſequently Antichziſt : and an enemie of the 
light fozaſmuch as all his wozkes are euill:and 
of the trueth, being the ficſt Embaſſavour and 

miniſter of lying:and to conclude, anvtter ene- 
my to the ſaluatton of men, and ofthe honour of 
God. Allohe is the ſonne of perdition, to cafk 
awape and to deſtrope all thoſe, which will de⸗ 
pende on his authozirie, and wilbe bꝛought to 
his opinion touching the eſtate and ſaluation of 
their conſcience . Is not this he which beareth 
Apoc.1 3.1. the name of blaſphemie vppon his fozheav , to 
chewe that he woulde be the pꝛotettour? It is 
not therkfoze to be maruailed at, if he condenine g 
and holde choſe fo2 heritiques, which loue the tl 
honour of God, and employ them ſelues to ad- b 
uaunce the kingdome of Jeſus Chziff, | 0 
As concerning the great and wiſe men ol it 
this wozld we ought not allo to Wr n 
clues 
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ſelues, ił they ſette them ſelues with all their 
ſtrength againſt the truth, wherofchep haue no | 
knowledge as Jeſus Chiift ſapeth: that his . 11.25 | 
father hath hidde from the great and wiſe of 

the woꝛlde, the miſteries of the kingdome of 

heauen, and hath reuealed them to litle ones; 

Accopding towhirh O. Paule lapeth: that he ce, 1 
pꝛeached Jeſus Chꝛiſt czutiſicd, which was | 
an offence to the Jewes, and fooliſhneſſe to the 
Grecians: alleaging that which is written in 

Efap: I will deſtroy the wiſdome of the wiſe, 1, 
and will caſte awape the vnd erſtanding olthe * 
p2udente . And adioyning that ſame queſtion; 
Ahere is the wiſe?where is the ſcribe ?where | TL 
is the diſputer of this wozlde? Hath not God 7 
made the wiſdome of this woꝛlde fooliſhneſſe? 
Jeremp lapeth alſo, ſeeing the people to make , f.. 
no accoumpt of his woe: J will get me unto 

the great men, and will ſpeake vnto them. Fox 

they haue knowenche wap of che Loꝛde, which 

the people kuewe net. But theſe alſo haue bjo- 

ken the yoke; and haue banded chem ſelues to⸗ 

gether to ſpeake againſt the woꝛde of God; as 
the others. All theſe places ſerue to ſhewe unte 
vs, that God hath choſen the fooliſhe thinges 
of the worlo, to confounde the wiſe, And hereof 
it is, that we fee nowe a dayes that the greateft 
men and they that are of moll reputation in the 
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woꝛlde, doe moſt obſtinatly reſiſt the trueth : 
ſhewe by woꝛde and effectes,that they are moſt 
blind in God his matters, taking darkenes fox 
light, ſower foz ſweete, and ſweete fo2 ſower, 

Nov as the greatnes andaucthozicy of men 
dugb not to aſtoniſhe vs, noꝛ any whit to moue 
vs, ſo alſo, neither che number and multitude of 


105 f;. them.Fozaſmuch as the way that leadeth to de 


ſtruction is bzoade is choſen of the greateſt 
number of perſons who enter there, and goe on 
in it becaule that men are naturally enelined to 
embace crrours and lieg. and there is none but 
the elect of God, which beleue v loue v trueth: 
who are a litle number as Jelus Chult layth ) 
inreſpect oł the repꝛobate. 

Te conclude then, that to the end we be rigb⸗ 
teaus it is not needfull that we latistie men, no; 
conforme our ſelues to their iudgement. in mat 
ters that concerne the honour and ſeruice of al⸗ 
mightie Sod, and the eſtate ofthe conſcience: 


wherin oftttimes they erre, decauſe they leaue 


the woꝛd of God which is the onlp wap where: 
by a man map wel and rightly iud ge and define 
oftheſe two poincts, and betake them ſelues ta 
the iudgement and definition of their owne opt 
nions and phantaſtes, which are foz the moſt 
part fond and ridiculons, 

- There are two thinges in which we map ap 
plo 


os. % „ £2... OS a rovwl iu 


dz trouble to the quiet of his conſcience, But it 
behoueth that he obepe che oꝛdinaunces ofthe 
MPagiſtrate, and kee pe the ſtatutes, lawes e cut» 
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| plyourfelucsco mans inogemfe;chatistoſay; 07.5. «4 
to thinges meerely cuull and polttique, and to / c/u/ ind 
thinges indifferent. Foz it mult not be þ a faith / be 
full man be partiall in pollitie, neither that he 


violate the publique peace, as long as he map 
kepe and maintaine it without offence to God, 


ſtomes of the cduntrey where he dwelleih care 
fully watching that he giue none octaſion ok ol 


fence, noꝛ ſulpition that he willi nnouate o ale ©" 


ter any thing in the eſtate and Run the 


| Common wealth, 


As concerning things indifferents' 


we mull Of the vſe 


follow the counſel of S. Auguſtine writing to % 8• 


Januarius; that when the thyuge that is can , ; 


maunded of men is not contraty ta Fatth, na: 
to good cuſtomes, we muſt yoldthem ſcgandie⸗ 


ferent;+ not gaine ſtande in any thing whatſoe: 
ter to the ende to keepe peace wich thoſe with 
whom we are canuerſant. Foz which cauſe Ui⸗ 
rto2Bilhop al Romeiwas ſhatylprepoued by 
Jreuens#9theraunctent fathers: hecauſe that 
fo) ̊ diuerſity of teremonies, wich they kept 
in the telebſation oſ Gaſter, he had ſeparates 


bis Church fromthe Communton ofthe Eaſt 
churches, The which thing was attributed vn- 


indifferent. 


s. Angeſin 
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to him fo2 great pꝛeſumption and arrogancie, 


that he would go about to ſubiect all Chuzches 
to the Cuſtomes and ceremonies whlch were 


obſerved in his;and fozhauing renounced the 
common eonfederation, in which he ought to 
baue abidden vnited and faſte knitte, and not to 

haue bꝛoken the chaine of charity, which oughe | 

to haue locked together alike all the members 

of the vninerſall Church. | 
The ferh © Thelaſt tudgement to which we mult aun: | 
«nd laſſe were, is that of our conſcience , which either 
N miniſtreth vnto vs great conſolations, oz clſe 
that of che getat toꝛmenta, acropding as it is either euill 
cenſ.ence, 02 wel diſpoſed. Foz we may lape that a pure 

tonſcience, is a paradiſe which we mape haue 
4 in this woꝛlde: fo2aſmuch as there is not any 
ſcience is thing which can bing vs greater peate ⁊ con- 
p-r«ſcin tentment, bee it in pꝛoſperitie oꝛ in aduerſitie. 
1h verde. Euenſike as þ body when it is in good health, 
is ſtrong and able to beare the great ſtoꝛmes 4 


colve of winter, and likewile the exceſſine and 
Vvntemperate heat otthe ſommer:euen ſo a con⸗ 
ſcience that is whole, fully relolued, can beare 
Noutly all attidents, without peld ing oz ſþzin- | 
king vnder the burden and waight of any thing 
9 whatſoeuer may happen vnto it. Contrariwiſe | 


conſcience anetill and icke/conſcience is a very hell, and 
«be, there is nothing in þ woꝛ ld that may moze vexe 
and 
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and tozment vs. And as a good conſcience is as 
fuger to ſweeten and mol lily all our affections: 
acLuen ſo p other is as ſharpe vinegre, which ſow- 
rech g troubleth all our iopes and conſolations; 
And mozeouer as the one is ſufficient to reliſte 
4 

3 


al tentations:euen ſo the other is loft, cowardlp 
c vanquiſhed as ſoone as it is aſſatled, It is ne. 
| ceſſarptherefoze that as we are curious iu loo⸗ 
Hing to the health ol our bodies, obſeruing fox 
e | that purpoſe, the dyet and gouernment that is 
# | delivered & appointed by the phiſitton vnto vs, 
1 * contrartwiſe abſteining from all choſe meats, 
e | Ferceſſe which may offende & alter our health; 
e | fuenſo that we haue the lame delite and care ta 
6 pꝛeſerue that health fo2 our ſoules, marking di⸗ 
by ligently all the rules and oꝛdinaunces of good 
* life, which God the moſt high and ſoueraigne 
h; | philicion hath appointed vs, and taking heede 
* | onthe other ſive, to auoide it ſhunne that which 
wy | be hath pꝛobibited and fozbiddenvs, 
„ Let vs conſider a litle, what great pleaſure 
re ind iope a man map haue, who returning home 
in⸗ | After a log iautney into his owne houſe, findech 
ng tbere his wife,who commeth to take him about 
iſe the necke, and embꝛaceth him, killing and ma⸗ 
ind king much ofhim : doth not this make him by 
ere and by to koꝛget all hys trauayle which he hath 
endured in his tournep * As contrariwiſe, ił he 


Iſz.:8.10. 
ſimili- 
inde 


P/al.4.2. 
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ſhould find his wife after his returne bzauling, 
riotous,*roward, & who in ſtead of comfozting 


him, would all maner ofwayes vere e toꝛment 
him, woulde not this encreaſe and double his 


paines and torments which he hach ſuffered by 
the way ECuen ſuch is p eſtate of the conſcience 
Although that our enemies commit a thouſand 
outrages, violencies & villanies againſt vs. Tf 
we returning from our ſelues, and entring into 
our owne conſcit᷑ce, find there one with a cheer⸗ 
full merrie countenance, which doth comfoze 
F content bs, it maketh vs in a moment to fo2- 
get all our enemies. But onthe other ſide, ik it 


be naught, it wearieth vs in luch ſozt, that we 


ſhal not ſind any houſe woꝛſe the our owne, no2 
any place where we map wozle quiet our ſelues 
then with our ſelues. Jſay ſayeth: that an euill 
conſcience is as a ſtreight bed, in which a man 


can not ſtretche him ſclfe,no2 turne him ſelfe at 
pleaſure, It is a hard thing foz a man there ta 


ſleepe well and to reſt quietly: Likewiſe a man 
witch hath a feſtred cõſcience, he can not finde 
any place 02 condition to content him, a which 
is not altogether too ſtreight fo him. This is 
the cauſe Dauid ſo often pꝛayeth to God that 
he will ſet his impꝛiſoned hart at large, that is 
to ſay, that he wil ſhew him this fauour, that he 
map alwates haue a ſound + vpright cõſcience. 
Nows 


a — 1 * —_—— — i. tv. 
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Nowe tothe end we map haue ſuch a coulct⸗ Te wy 6 
ence, it behoueth that it be wel founded zer chat good 
it may be wel founded, it is requiſite that p only cenſcienece 
woꝛd of God be the foundation thereol:ſo as we r 
make no conſcience, but to do thoſe things that 11 
God hath fozbidden, and to leaue vndone thoſfe 
thinges that he hach comaunded , Fozaſmuch 
as he that wil ſtreteh out his conſcience beyond 
this, knoweth not how to ſaue himlelfe , but Þ 
ranging beyond the boundes of Gods woꝛd he 
maſt haue inftnic ſcrupleg, which ſhal vexe him 
continually. And to be ſhoꝛt, chere is nothing in 0 
the woꝛld moze pernicious, noꝛ moe to be fea ⸗ | | 
red, then to confound the conſcience about ſuch 
imaginations, 62 about the commaundements 
and tradittons of men, 

But here mult be noted that the conlcifce x „/e 
the peace of conſcience are things diners, a þ 5c:o;xe he 
they haue diuers foundations, Fo2 the conſt: con/c/ence 
ence(as hath ben already declared )is ruled by . 
the law, that is to ſap by þ tommaundements c 4 % 
fozbivdings of God. But 5 peace of conſcienee 
bath foꝛ his foundatiũ che Goſpel, ppzomiles, 
the grace of Jeſus Chzilt# his righteouſneſſe. % chi 
And as there is no other meane to anſwere fo 5 onely hath 
iudgement ar God. but v righteouſneſſe p inno-/#/e4cbe, 
cẽcy of Jeſus Chꝛiſt:eut᷑ ſo is it he alone which 3 

& wands py * Of eur con. 
can ſtãd vs in ſtead to la: de iudgemtt ok our 
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tonſciences. Fox if we looke vnto our wojked 


we haue our conſciences ſtraight way vexed @ 
dilquieted with fecre and diſtruſt of not hauing 
doe our duet, in not obeying God, no; keping 
of his commaundements, as we were bounde: 
which was the cauſe that S. Paule ſayde, that 
he felt him ſelle not culpable of auy thing, but 
pet foꝛ this, be thought him ſelfe not iuſtilied: 
to geue vs to vnderſtand: chat there is nothing 
that can paciſie our cõſcience, but che only righ- 
teouſnes of Jeſus Chziſt, æ not our owne, which 
is alwayes impeztect and deſiled w many filths 


ok our concupiſtence, ⁊ by reaſon hereaf cannot 


content our heart, noꝛ make vs to take any ples 
aſure in many of choſe things we haue done 01 
lefte vndone:but p bloud,woundes,# death, and 
the ſide of Jeſus Chziſt opened (as S. Bernard 


ſaith)is that, which pacifieth þ conſcience,wh? 


as it would thus tozmet + perſecute vs:Behold 
the freedome #refuge we haue, where we map 
retire toſafety. To conclude then and heare to 
make an end of this treatiſe, the righteouſnes 
of Jeſus Chziſt, is the onely meane whereby 
dk: ified beloꝛe the iudgment of God, of 
the —— t of the conlcience. 
FINIS. 
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